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"New  Haven,  February  26,  1855. 
"  Rev.  Samuel  Merwin  :  Dear  Sir, — Having  heard,  with  great  interest,  the 
discourse  which  you  delivered  yesterday  in  the  North  Church,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  fifty  years  service  in  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  we  respectfully 
ask  the  privilege  of  a  copy  for  publication.  With  grateful  recollections  of 
your  pastoral  labors  among  us  in  former  times,  and  with  the  warmest  wishes 
for  your  continued  usefulness  and  happiness,  we  remain,  in  the  bonds  of 

christian  friendship, 

Sincerely  yours, 

JAMES  BREWSTER, 

TIMOTHY  BISHOP, 

EBENEZER  JOHNSON, 
SIMEON  MARBLE, 
ELI  IVES,  and  others." 


"  Rev.  S.  Merwin  :  Respected  and  Dear  Sir, — The  undersigned  having  heard 

your  excellent  discourse  on  Sunday  the  25th  instant,  and  believing  it  would 

be  interesting  and  instructive,  not  only  to  those  who  heard  it,  but  to  those 

who  were  deprived  of  that  privilege,  would  respectfully  request  a  copy  of  the 

same  for  publication. 

HENRY  BUTTON, 

JOHN  G.  NORTH, 

K  H.  BISHOP, 

EDWIN  MARBLE,  and  others. 

To  James  Brewster,  Henry  Button,  with  others  ; 

Gentlemen, — ^Your  united  and  affectionate  request  for  a  copy  of  my  discourse 
delivered  in  the  North  Church,  on  the  "  completion  of  fifty  years  service  in 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel,"  has  received  that  respectful  attention  which,  as 
containing  your  signatures,  it  claims  at  my  hands.  The  occurrence  of  severe 
and  protracted  sickness,  affecting  the  dearest  relations  of  domestic  life,  neces- 
sarily prevented  me  from  immediately  preparing  the  manuscript  for  publica- 
tion. But,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  being  effectually  relieved  from  that 
pressure,  I  now  commit  the  copy  to  your  disposal,  trusting  that  should  the 
interest  created  by  the  occasion  not  survive  in  all  its  original  vividness,  the 
discourse  itself  vill  not  prove  the  less  worthy  of  your  reception,  or  the  peru- 
sal of  the  christian  public,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  rendered  so  inevitable 
by  divine  providence. 

With  respect  and  gratitude,  yours, 

SAMUEL  MERWIN. 
New  Haven,  September,  1855. 


ORDER  OF  SERVICES. 

FiEST  Singing. 

1.  Let  children  hear  the  mighty  deeds, 

Which  God  performed  of  old, 
"Which  in  our  younger  years  we  saw. 
And  which  our  fathers  told. 

2.  He  bid  us  make  his  glories  known — 

His  works  of  power  and  grace; 
And  we'll  convey  his  blessings  down 
Through  every  rising  race. 

3.  Our  lips  shall  tell  them  to  our  sons, 

And  they  again  to  theirs, 
That  generations  yet  unborn 
May  teach  them  to  their  heirs. 

4.  Thus  shall  they  learn,  in  God  alone 

Their  hope  securely  stands: 
That  they  may  ne'er  forget  his  works, 
But  practice  his  commands. 

Peayer,  by  the  present  pastor  of  the  Church,  S.  W.  S.  Button. 

Second  Singing. 

1.  God  of  my  childhood,  and  my  youth. 

The  guide  of  all  my  days, 
I  have  declared  thy  heavenly  truth. 
And  told  thy  wondrous  ways. 

2.  Wilt  thou  forsake  my  hoary  hairs, 

And  leave  my  fainting  heart? 
Who  shall  sustain  my  sinking  years, 
If  God,  my  strength,  depart? 

.3.  Let  me  thy  power  and  truth  proclaim 
To  the  surviving  age; 
And  leave  a  savor  of  thy  name 
When  I  shall  quit  the  stage. 

4.  The  land  of  silence  and  of  death 
Attends  my  next  remove ; 
O  may  these  poor  remains  of  breath 
Teach  the  wide  world  thy  lovei 


DISCOURSE 


To  write  any  portion  of  personal  history,  is  both  a  difficult 
and  delicate  undertaking.  It  is  especially  so  for  one  who, 
from  position,  was  himself  a  prominent  actor  in  the  trans- 
actions which  he  records.  And  should  frequent  use  of  the 
first  or  the  third  person  singular  occur  in  the  course  of  the 
following  narrative,  good  taste,  equally  with  christian  can- 
dor, will  gladly  ascribe  it  to  the  ?iature  of  the  subject. 

Words  of  inspiration  adapted  to  guide  our  thoughts  on  the 
present  occasion,  are  contained  in  Numbers  23d  chapter 
and  23d  verse,  "  What  hath  God  wrought  ?"  and  Psalm 
44th  and  1st,  "  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O  God  ! 

OUR    FATHERS    HAVE    TOLD    US,    WHAT    THOU    DIDST  IN  THEIR 
DATS,  IN  TIMES  OF  OLD." 

Every  calendar  of  human  life  contains  days  of  em- 
phatic import.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
which  compose  the  year,  there  is  not  one  that 
some  person  does  not  call  to  mind  with  special  in- 
terest and  thoughtfulness.  February  13th,  1805,  can 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  speaker.  It  is  still  present- 
to  the  mental  vision  as  a  fine  winter's  morning ;  the 
azure  heavens,  pure  atmosphere,  and  bright  beams  of 
the  ascending  sun  combining  to  shed  an  enlivening 


aspect  over  the  opening  scenes.  Within  the  wooden 
walls  of  that  hexangular  antique,  not  fashioned  exactly 
according  to  the  pattern  showed  Moses  in  the  Mount, 
which  reared  its  blue  spire  above  the  present  site  of 
St.  John's  block  of  brick  edifices ;  surrounded  by  a 
waiting  assembly  sat  the  pastors  and  messengers  of  the 
churches.  Among  them  were  the  acute,  discriminat- 
ing and  faithful  Pinneo  ;  the  enlightened,  wise  and  de- 
vout Herrick  ;  the  humble,  patient  and  saintly  Wil- 
LisTON ;  the  original,  warm  and  open-hearted  Ely  ; 
the  fervid  suppliant,  active  Pastor,  and  learned  histo- 
rian, Trumbull,  with  their  Moderator,  the  eloquent 
Divine  and  accomplished  President,  Dwight.  Invited 
by  "  Letters  Missive"  from  the  Congregational  brother- 
hood, they  had  come  together  to  ordain  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  install  as  Pastor  of  the  Church  in 
the  "  United  Society,"  a  Licentiate  recently  sitting  as 
pupil  at  the  feet  of  the  Gamaliels  of  the  day  ^  just  past 
his  legal  minority,  in  the  school  of  Christ  but  a 
child,  in  the  experience  of  ministerial  service,  of  ne- 
cessity a  "  novice."  The  doings  of  Council  are  read 
by  the  recording  officer,  and  the  prescribed  order  of 
exercises  announced.  The  services,  so  replete  with 
interest  to  the  assembled,  proceed  with  appropriate 
invocation,  earnest  petition,  and  adoring  praise.  The 
divinely  commissioned  herald,  as  appointed  preacher 
of  the  day,  in  sympathy  with  the  subject  and  the  oc- 
casion, proclaims  with  characteristic  energy  the  glad 


tidings  of  great  joy,  in  the  attentive  hearing  of  the 
people.  The  hands  of  Presbytery  are  solemnly  im- 
posed with  devout  consecration  to  the  office,*  the 
charge  to  fidehty  in  the  work  is  given  with  searching 
effect  to  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.  The 
right  hand  is  tendered  as  a  pledge  of  the  fellowship 
of  the  churches  and  their  pastors ;  praise  ascends  to 
the  divine  Redeemer,  and  the  benediction  is  pronoun- 
ced— all  uttered  and  heard  as  in  presence  of  God, 
angels  and  men. 

The  Church,  with  whose  oversight  and  spiritual  care 
I  was  thus  most  solemnly  intrusted,  consisted  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  living  members.  The  officiat- 
ing Deacons  were  Levi  Ives,  Abel  Burritt,  and 
Nathan  Beers.  The  ecclesiastical  organization  with 
attending  congregation,  viewed  individually  or  collect- 
ively, as  compared  with  others  in  the  city,  had  its  full 
proportion  of  numbers,  talents,  wealth  and  respecta- 
bility. They  were  composed  of  White  Haven  and 
Fair  Haven  Societies,  united  in  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-six.  Retaining  their  two  houses 
of  worship  notwithstanding,  they  had  mutually  bound 
themselves  by  express  agreement  to  hold  their  meet- 
ings in  common  on  the  Sabbath,  alternating  monthly, 
and  that  to  prevent  the  abandonment  of  either  for  the 
practical  preference  of  the  other,  both  buildings  should 
be  kept  in  a  state  of  equal  repair,  suitable  for  their 
united  use. 
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But  though  the  Churchy  even  after  the  '•  union,"  was 
small,  though  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  its 
members  were  past  the  meredian  of  life — with  only 
three  or  four  young  unmarried  persons  among  them— 
although  the  Society,  not  a  unit  in  its  origin,  had, 
from  the  first,  experienced  various  vicissitudes  in  its 
religious  history — leaving  the  average  of  each  antece- 
dent ministry  little  more  than  ten  years,  and  that  in  times 
highly  conservative  compared  with  the  present ;  after 
all  there  was  among  them  no  vital  deficiency  of  those 
resources  which  in  their  appropriate  development  con- 
stitute the  elements  of  strength,  progress  and  perma- 
nency in  relation  to  the  visible  kingdom  of  the  Re- 
deemer. At  the  same  time,  entering  the  christian 
ministry,  (never  a  sinecure,)  amid  such  an  array  of 
circumstances,  called  for  resolution  and  courage,  for 
faith  and  hope  neither  feeble  nor  faltering.  Putting 
an  insensibihty  not  to  be  supposed  out  of  the  question, 
nothing  short  of  steady  trust  in  a  covenant-keeping 
God,  with  due  dependence  on  his  promised  grace, 
could  brace  any  one,  young  or  old,  with  adequate 
strength  of  purpose  to  go  forward  with  steady,  cheer- 
ful composure.  The  severity  of  this  moral  pressure 
was  alleviated  by  the  fact  of  encouraging  import  and 
promise,  that  the  newly-initiated  Pastor  had  labored 
among  this  people  more  than  seven  months,  in  the  ex- 
perience of  their  accompanying  attention,  sympathy 
and  prayers.     This  fact,  not  so  rare  at  that  time  as 
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now,  had  inspired  him  with  a  degree  of  courage  and 
humble  confidence,  which  he  could  not  without  pre- 
sumption have  cherished,  had  they  and  he  been  stran- 
gers to  each  other  when  their  union  was  consumma- 
ted. After  ordination,  the  Pastor's  first  discourse,  as 
adapted  to  the  past  history  and  existing  state  with  the 
present  duties  and  opening  prospect  of  his  people, 
was,  in  the  morning,  from  i  Corinthians,  i :  10. — 
"  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing, 
and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you ;  but  that 
ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  and 
in  the  same  judgment."  In  the  afternoon  the  text  was 
Numbers  xi :  17. — "  And  I  will  come  down  and  talk 
with  thee  there ;  and  I  will  take  of  the  spirit  which  is 
upon  thee  and  will  put  it  upon  them ;  and  they  shall 
bear  the  burden  of  the  people  with  thee,  that  thou 
bear  it  not  thyself  alone." 

The  times  which  preceded,  accompanied,  and  fol- 
lowed the  ushering  in  of  the  nineteenth  century,  were 
very  far  from  being  a  "  day  without  clouds ;"  they 
rather  savored  of  *'  darkness  in  the  day  time."  Neither 
the  disturbing  nor  demoralizing  effects  of  the  "  old 
French  war,"  as  it  was  called,  any  more  than  those 
produced  by  the  Revolutionary  struggle  of  our  fathers, 
terminated  with  the  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-three ;  nor  in  fact  with  the  upright  and  wise 
administration   of  Washington,  that   came   so   sea- 
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sonably  to  the  rescue  of  the  country,  and  continued 
itsr  estorative  and  elevating  energy  to  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven.  Extensively,  as  deeply,  the 
churches  of  every  name  were  still  suffering  from  the 
divers  pernicious  influences  which  war,  in  its  progress, 
and  from  its  very  nature,  never  fails  to  engender. 
These  active  evils  were  augmented  in  power  and  en- 
larged in  their  extent  by  the  uncapping  of  that  fearful 
volcano  in  the  heart  of  France,  in  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  which  shook  to  its  center  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  and  poured  its  burning  lava  over  the 
civihzed  world.  Yet  to  the  eye  and  the  ear  of  the 
considerate,  listening  watchmen  on  the  walls  of  Zion, 
this  night,  however  terrific,  was  not  all  dark,  nor  was 
it  portentous  in  its  every  bearing.  Almost  unlooked 
for,  and  to  the  joyful  surprise  of  not  a  few,  there  came 
forth  the  "  sound  of  a  going  in  the  tops  of  the  mul- 
berry trees,"  as  saith  the  prophet,  ii  Samuel  v :  24. 
"  A  voice  was  heard  crying  in  the  wilderness,"  as  saith 
another  prophet,  "  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
make  straight  in  the  desert  a  high-way  for  our  God  /" 
Notwithstanding  revivals  of  any  sort,  from  seventeen 
hundred  and  forty-three,  and  onwards,  had  been  "  few 
and  far  between,"  just  before  the  close  of  that  century, 
the  kingdom  of  God  had  begun  to  come  with  unwonted 
power.  This  was  the  case  especially  in  not  a  few  of 
the  towns  of  Berkshire  County,  Masachussetts,  and 
along  the  contiguous  settlements  of  the  north  and 
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north-western  border  of  Connecticut.  Soon  after 
these  divine  tokens,  leading  to  greater  trust  and  en- 
couragement on  the  part  of  the  quickened  pious,  suc- 
ceeded the  great  revival  of  eighteen  hundred  and  two, 
in  Yale  College.  This  proved  as  "  life  from  the  dead" 
to  the  Church  in  that  precious,  important,  and  still 
advancing  Institution  ;  nor  to  that  alone  were  the  vivi- 
fying effects  confined.  So  seasonable  a  lifting  up,  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  of  a  standard  against  him, 
when  the  enemy  was  coming  in  like  a  flood,  not  only 
held  infidelity  in  check,  and  converted  a  multitude  of 
sinners,  but  changing  the  general  current  of  thought 
imparted  fresh  anointing  to  not  a  few  of  the  pastors 
and  their  churches,  both  near  and  more  distant.  A 
spirit,  all  but  unknown  within  the  memory  of  man, 
went  forth,  pervading  and  electrifying  the  most  conse- 
crated seats,  with  their  surrounding  precincts.  This 
was  most  of  all  true  with  respect  to  those  "  sons  of  the 
prophets"  who  had  recently  commenced  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  inspiring  them  with  stronger  confidence  of 
soon  seeing  greater  things  than  these. 

With  such  rising  and  spreading  signs,  lighting  up 
the  darkness  of  the  spiritual  horizon,  my  first  year''s 
labor,  through  help  obtained  of  God,  was  not  without 
some  fruit  as  the  evident  earnest  of  more.  And  since 
at  such  a  time  especially,  the  "  day  of  swmU  things  is 
not  to  be  despised,"  what  was  simply  rare  deserves  the 
more  on  that  account  to  be  noticed  in  grateful  remem- 
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brance,  and  for  future  help  and  hope.  Two  prominent 
young  men  of  intelhgence,  respectable  standing,  and 
from  good  famihes,  had,  by  public  profession  and 
covenant,  joined  themselves  to  the  people  of  the  living 
God.  Nor  did  their  after  course  in  hfe  disappoint  the 
early  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  cause.  Hold- 
ing forth  the  Word  of  Life,  they  kept  the  beginning 
of  their  confidence  steadfast  unto  the  end.  Nor  is  it 
easy  to  estimate  the  amount  of  injiuence  that  two  living, 
active  witnessess  for  evangelical  truth  and  hohness 
may  contribute  to  the  honor  of  Christ  and  glory  of 
God  in  the  work  of  redemption.  From  twelve  to 
twenty  more,  received  in  conjunction  with  these,  are 
also  worthy  of  special  record,  as  the  first  fruits  of  a 
ministry  commenced  and  prosecuted  with  fear  and 
trembling,  though  with  faith  and  hope,  in  connection 
with  the  "  times  of  refreshing''^  that  followed.  There 
were  scattered  along  through  the  passing  time,  other 
indications  of  promise,  with  indirect  developments  of 
spiritual  progress  in  secret.  All  these  soon  told  per- 
ceptibly, and  with  admiring  gratitude  on  the  state  of 
things  among  us.  A  few  female  members  of  the 
Church  were  in  the  habit,  the  evening  after  the  monthly 
lecture  preparatory  to  the  sacramental  supper,  of 
meeting  for  edification,  by  reading  Scripture  and  sing- 
ing hymns,  with  prayer,  also,  whenever  there  was  any 
brother  present  to  lead  them  in  their  devotions.  So 
far  as  can  be  remembered  or  ascertained,  there  was 
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no  other  gathering  of  the  kind  in  the  city  at  that  day. 
This  small,  unpretending  band,  with  devout  constancy, 
pursuing  the  "  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way,"  proved 
the  germ  of  expanded  spiritual  vivification.  Similar 
christian  conferences  multiplied,  extended,  attracted 
attention,  and  awakened  inquiry,  strengthening  the 
faith  and  enlivening  the  hope  of  all  who  sympathized 
with  Zion  in  her  welfare  or  her  woe.  A  new  and 
pleasant  impulse  was  subsequently  imparted  to  these 
religious  movements  in  the  midst  of  us,  by  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Rev.  Moses  Stuart,  (afterwards  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,)  as 
pastor  of  the  "  first"  and  parent  Church.  To  him  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  appointment  of  Council, 
was  cordially  given,  and  as  cordially  reciprocated; 
an  official,  formal  act,  indeed,  was  not  necessary  to 
unite  the  hearts  and  cement  the  friendship  of  the 
parties.  (By  the  performance  of  the  same  agreeable 
service,  I  welcomed  as  a  beloved  fellow-laborer,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  April  8th,  1812; 
Eleazer  T.  Fitch,  November  5th,  1817 ;  Leonard 
Bacon,  March  9th,  1825 ;  brethren  with  whom  it  has 
ever  been  not  less  a  privilege  than  pleasure  to  be  as- 
sociated in  labor,  counsel,  and  devotion.)  The  intro- 
duction of  this  new  laborer  into  the  field  of  our  com- 
mon Lord,  was  hailed  on  every  hand  as  a  propitious 
event  of  mutual  promise.  The  fraternal  pair  of  pas- 
tors, effectually  colleagues  in  all  but  the  name,  ex- 
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changed  regularly  for  the  first  two  years,  one  service 
every  Sabbath ;  an  arrangement  which,  although  made 
primarily  for  their  reciprocal  relief  and  advantage,  in 
its  practical  effects,  on  a  large  scale,  redounded  to  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned.  With  no  faint  resemblance 
to  the  manner  of  Luther,  in  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventeen,  at  Wittembergh,  Mr.  Stuart  early 
opened  his  strong  battery  upon  the  supine  encamp- 
ment of  the  "  old  half-way  covenant,"  and  by  twenty 
consecutive  discourses,  with  their  powerful  applica- 
tion and  pungent  appeals,  as  so  many  well-directed 
point  blank  shot,  levelled  the  whole  to  the  ground. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  more  complete  than  the 
work  of  demolition.  Nor  since  the  days  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformer,  at  his  home,  is  it  easy  to  find  when 
and  where  an  assailant,  armed  with  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  has,  with  such  rapid  onset,  secured  so  speedy 
and  absolute  a  surrender  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ  cru- 
cified, as  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation. 

The  augmentation  and  quickening  of  the  religious 
movements  which  had  commenced  their  course  as 
above  described,  contributed  to  impress  anew  the  obli- 
gation and  responsibility  of  the  ministry,  in  the  care 
of  souls.  And,  as  a  consequence  of  this,  parochial 
visits  were  multiplied,  private  schools  visited,  with  the 
accompanying  catechetical  instruction  of  children, 
superadding  general  catechisings  Saturday  afternoon. 
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at  which  from  two  to  three  hundred,  and  sometimes 
more,  attended.  The  pastor,  to  meet  a  want  of  the 
times,  also  carried  out  a  series  of  meetings  in  families. 
The  plan  executed  was  to  visit,  of  an  afternoon,  from 
six  to  ten  families,  contiguous  to  each  other ;  then 
have  the  parents  and  children  come  together  at  some 
one  of  these  houses  in  the  evening,  to  join  in  exercises 
adapted  to  both  the  heads  and  subordinate  members. 
The  effect  was  none  other  than  good  at  the  time,  with 
the  evident  earnest  of  greater  good  to  come. 

The  admissions  into  the  Church  this  year,  though 
a  sensible  advance  upon  the  times  preceding,  were  se- 
lect rather  than  large.  The  state  of  religion  in  the 
churches  of  our  order  generally,  could  not  be  contem- 
plated but  with  solicitude  and  apprehension,  although 
not  without  gleams  of  hope.  In  many  places  great 
coldness  and  stupidity  prevailed,  while  an  unusual 
number  of  the  churches  had  been  bereaved  of  their 
stated  pastors  by  death ;  still  there  were  parts  of  his 
vineyard  which  the  great  Head  of  the  church  had  been 
pleased  to. visit  and  refresh. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  seven  was  characterized  by  in- 
dications that  could  not  be  mistaken,  of  an  improved 
and  improving  state  of  things  in  both  church  and  so- 
ciety. Extending  from  near  the  close  of  that,  through 
the  succeeding  year,  they  were  so  many  and  so  mark- 
ed as  to  warm  the  hearts,  and  engage  the  earnest, 
assiduous  attention  of  all  the  spiritually  minded  and 


16 

thoughtful,  who,  in  faith  and  hope,  had  been  "  waiting 
for  redemption  in  Israel."  The  preparation  for,  not 
less  than  accompaniment  of  the  whole,  was  the  pre  va- 
lance of  a  remarkable  spirit  of  prayer  5  a  spirit  extensive 
and  fervent,  importunate  and  persevering.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  viewed  in  a  mass,  appeared  as 
though  they  had  much  at  heart  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners and  salvation  of  souls.  This  had  never  before 
been  so  conspicuous  as  the  great,  all-absorbing  object 
of  their  life  and  conversation  from  day  to  day,  although 
the  reminiscences  of  some  among  them  extended 
back  to  the  preaching  of  Whitfield. 

On  review,  January  1st,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine, 
it  was  found  that  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  had 
been  received  to  communion.  They  were  thus  ad- 
dressed by  their  Pastor  on  the  occasion.  "  What 
words  can  express  our  feelings  at  the  thought  that 
any  of  you  will  apostatize  and  perish  !  But  we  are 
persuaded  better  things  of  you,  christian  friends, 
though  we  thus  speak.  By  all,  then,  that  can  affect 
the  heart,  or  influence  the  understanding  j  by  all  that 
is  cheering  in  hfe,  and  consoling  at  the  last  hour ;  by 
the  walls  of  this  sanctuary,  which  witnessed  your  pro- 
fession ;  by  these  associated  brethren,  who  cordially 
welcomed  you  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church  ;  by  the 
unutterable  terrors  of  eternal  despair,  I  do  beseech 
you  to  keep  yourselves  pure  and  unspotted  from  the 
world.    Daily,  daily  give  up  the  loins  of  your  minds, 
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and  '  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  higii 
calHng  of  God  m  Christ  Jesus.'  O  thou  kind  Shepherd 
of  Israel !  take  these  Iambs  into  thine  arms,  and  carry 
them  in  thy  bosom,  that  at  last  where  thou  art,  there 
they  may  be  also  !" 

This  protracted  work  of  God's  Spirit  and  grace,  the 
first  of  a  series  in  the  order  of  time,  not  only  strength- 
ened the  Church  by  the  large  number  added  to  its 
members ;  universally  the  moral  state  of  things  was 
surprisingly  altered.  The  good  effects  were  being 
felt  by  ministers  and  churches  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  they  sounded  out  over  the  country,  and  crossed 
the  ocean  to  "  father  land."  Most  of  these  converts, 
just  such  as  were  wanted,  had  the  greater  part  of  life 
before  them.  In  their  ranks  were  intelligent  mechanics, 
respectable  merchants,  business  men,  actually  engaged 
in  navigation  and  commerce,  or  retired  from  these 
active  pursuits ;  accomplished  teachers,  with  gentlemen 
of  liberal  education,  in  each  of  the  learned  professions. 
Not  a  few  of  these  became  ofhce-bearers,  serving  at  the 
altar  as  Deacons,  ministers  and  ministers'  wives  ;  mis- 
sionaries home  and  foreign,  some  of  them  carrying 
the  gospel  to  the  most  distant  climes,  there  to  fall  in 
the  field  as  martyrs,  who,  though  dead,  still  speak  in 
moving  and  effective  tones  to  the  living. 

A  Periodical  of  the  evangelical  stamp,  being  a  rare 
fact  in  those  days,  the  introduction  and  circulation,  by 
special  efforts  of  the  pastors,  of  the  "  Connecticut 
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Evangelical  Magazine,"  published  monthly  at  Hartford, 
and  edited  gratuitously  by  twelve  of  the  ablest  minis- 
ters of  our  denomination  in  the  State,  proved  a  most 
seasonable  and  important  means  of  enhghtening,  guid- 
ing, and  confirming  the  converts.  The  final  avails  of 
this  work  constituted,  and  still  form  a  fund  amounting 
to  thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  is  every 
year  appropriated  by  the  trustees  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  Connecticut,  to  aid  in  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  and  the  distribution  of  religious  books  in  the 
new  settlements  of  the  West. 

A  similar  contribution  to  the  advancement  of  Christ's 
cause,  was  the  holding  of  our  extra  religious  meetings 
in  common,  as  though  there  were  in  fact  but  one 
Church  and  Society  with  two  co-operating  pastors  ; 
thus  by  acting  in  union,  binding  the  members  more 
closely  to  each  other,  and  strengthening  their  mutual 
attachment  to  the  great  King  and  Lord  of  all.  This 
special  divine  influence  not  only  descended  upon  us 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  it  formed  a  link  in 
the  chain  which,  commencing  about  New  Hartford, 
Farmington  and  Simsbury,  extended  almost  over  the 
State,  prevailing  in  from  sixty  to  seventy  congrega- 
tions at  the  same  time ;  the  humanizing  and  elevating 
effects  of  which  process  are  still  felt  on  social  life  and 
civil  society ;  which  will  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  be  co-extensive  with  eternity  !  Mighty 
power  of  God's  sovereign,  all-subduing  grace  !     What 
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would  our  churches  come  to,  did  not  the  Spirit  of  the 
Holy  One,  from  time  to  time,  descend  thus  to  revive 
and  quicken,  sustain  and  enlarge  them  !  Come  from 
the  four  winds,  O  breath  !  Come  breathe  upon  the 
slain  now,  that  these  also  may  live  before  thee  ! 

Not  only  the  first  sheaves  remained  as  garnered  trea- 
sure of  the  church,  but  the  gracious  work  was  renewed 
in  the  earlier  months  of  the  last-named  year,  in  fresh 
instances  of  a  wakening,  or  of  deep  and  powerful  con- 
viction, issuing  in  conversion,  and  followed  by  the  ad- 
dition of  seventy  or  eighty  more  to  the  communion  of 
the  church. 

The  number  received  from  the  world  during  the 
three  succeeding  years,  though  sensibly  less  than  be- 
fore, comprised  not  a  few  individuals  who  subsequently 
constituted  the  united  head  of  christian  households  of 
high  standing,  influence  and  usefulness. 

In  respect  to  the  evident  conversion  of  impenitent 
sinners  by  fresh  eifusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  proved  a  barren 
year.  "  The  wool  was  on  the  floor,  but  no  dew,  alas  ! 
descended  upon  the  fleece,"  Judges  vi :  37.  A  most 
unnatural  war,  producing  foreign  invasion  and  domestic 
faction,  had  kindled  the  flames  of  distrust  and  discord, 
absorbing  thoughts  and  rousing  passions  most  hostile 
to  the  spirit  and  progress  of  that  gospel  which  pro- 
claims peace  on  earth  and  breathes  good  will  to  men. 
Pride  and  revenge,  with  thirst  for  military  glory,  being 


20 

in  the  ascendant,  religion  pure  and  unspotted,  drag- 
ged heavily  along ;  while  the  clamorous  shouts  of 
blood-stained  victory  rose  high  above  the  gentle  strains 
of  Zion's  peaceful  songs.  And  so  marked  was  this 
receding^  melancholy  state  of  things,  that  the  clergy  of 
the  State,  as  faithful  watchmen  on  her  walls,  felt  con- 
strained to  declare  it  in  their  annual  report  to  each 
other,  and  to  the  churches.  "  Have  not  the  happiness," 
they  say,  "  to  announce  such  copious  effusions  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  have  been  experienced  in  some  past 
years  ;  on  the  whole,  have  to  lament  that  we  cannot 
at  all  times  exhibit  a  state  of  religion  equally  favorable, 
yet  we  rejoice  that  w^e  can  at  all  times  place  j^w//  con- 
fidence in  our  glorious  Redeemer."  This  was  the  re- 
sult formed  from  their  survey,  while  throughout  the 
particular  district  of  New  Haven  West  Association, 
in  which  we  were  included,  they  lament  that  during  the 
past  year  there  has  been  no  revival  of  religion  in  any 
of  their  churches.  "  Eagerness  in  the  pursuit  of  tem- 
poral things  is  apparent  among  them,  while  the  multi- 
tude are  asleep  with  respect  to  their  immortal  inter- 
ests." 

Completion  of  the  ninth  year  of  my  ministry,  Feb- 
ruary 13th,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
preached  from  Ecclesiastes  iii :  15,  "  God  requireth 
that  which  is  joas^."  In  the  review  called  the  congre- 
gation to  reflect  upon  their  privileges,  their  experience, 
their  trials,  their  present  duty  and  responsible  obliga- 
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tions  for  the  future ;  adverting  to  the  solemn  and  af- 
fecting scenes  through  which  they  had,  in  divine  pro- 
vidence, been  called  to  pass,  with  the  appropriate 
effect  of  each  for  making  them  better  or  worse.  And 
whither,  O  whither  has  our  progress  been  tending, 
upward  or  downward ! 

Publicly  calling  attention  for  the  first  time  to  the 
subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  a  discourse  founded  on 
Paul's  spirit  being  stirred  within  him  as  he  beheld  the 
city  of  Athens  wholly  given  to  idolatry,  produced 
partial  relief  for  a  season,  by  infusing  a  quickened  im- 
pulse, with  expansive  feeling,  to  progress  in  personal 
piety.  The  universal  distribution  of  an  "  address  on 
the  use  of  Ardent  Spirits,"  also  told  for  good. 

Still  another  auxiliary  in  time  of  need,  resorted  to 
by  the  pastor,  with  a  view  to  secure  for  him  readier 
access  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  his  people  ; 
was  devoting  an  enlarged  proportion  of  his  time  to  per- 
sonal visits  from  house  to  house  throughout  the  congre- 
gation. This  course  did  wot  fail  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect.  Nor  was  it  after  many  days,  that  the 
bread  so  cast  upon  the  waters  returned.  Cotempo- 
raneously  with  the  prevailing  apathy,  there  were  not 
a  few,  it  was  found,  who  "  sighed  in  secret  places," 
watering  their  couch  with  their  tears ;  not  a  few  ready 
to  listen  to  those  truths  that  most  severely  search  the 
deceitful  heart,  and  probe  the  depths  of  sin  in  the  soul. 

The  succeeding  season,  though  not  marked  by  visible 
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spiritual  growth,  constituted  an  important  era  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  and  Society.  The  two  houses 
of  worship  still  retained,  beginning  to  need  repairs, 
instead  of  making  an  outlay  of  this  sort  upon  both,  it 
was  wisely  concluded  to  take  them  both  down.  Ac- 
cordingly, twenty  respectable  public-spirited  members, 
increasingly  dissatisfied  with  the  old  arrangement, 
voluntarily  associated  themselves  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  house  of  worship,  on  a  scale  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  times.  The  Society  became  responsible 
to  purchase  it  of  them,  when  finished,  and  signed  a 
bond  to  secure  them  against  loss,  in  case  the  house 
did  not  sell  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  original  cost.  This 
consecrated  structure,  within  whose  polished  area  we 
are  now  so  pleasantly  assembled  to  worship  the  God 
of  our  fathers,  occupying  the  site  of  the  old  "  Fair 
Haven  house,"  was  happily  completed  according  to 
contract — embarrassments  growing  out  of  the  war  of 
1812  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  December  17, 
1815,  public  worship  was  held  for  the  last  time  in  the 
''  Blue  Meeting-house,"  so  called ;  that  same  time- 
honored  sanctuary  from  whose  capacious  pulpit,  front- 
ed with  the  memorable  pair  of  oblong  pews,  as  chief 
seats  in  the  synagogue  ;  had  emanated  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  grave  tones  and  weighty 
words  of  JoN/iiTHAN  Edwards,  the  younger,  who,  for 
depth  of  piety  and  solid  strength  of  theological  thought 
and  reasoning,  still  lives — and  lives  never  to  die  from 
the  memory  of  men. 
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Wednesday,  December  20th,  the  new  house  was 
dedicated  to  the  Triune  God — Father,  Son  and  Spirit. 
The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  by  the  pastor,  from 
Haggai  ii :  9,  "  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be 
greater  than  of  the  former,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ; 
and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts."  Reverend  President  Dwight  offered  the  ded- 
icatory prayer,  and,  by  exchange,  occupied  the  pulpit 
the  succeeding  Sabbath.  This  well-constructed,  well- 
finished  christian  temple,  by  competent  judges  de- 
clared to  be  equal  at  the  time  to  any  in  the  city  or  the 
State,  for  convenience,  taste  and  beauty  j  cost  about 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars ;  seven-eighths  of  it  readily 
selhng  for  more  than  that  sum,  left  an  eighth  part  of 
the  whole  for  the  free  occupancy  of  the  poor.  The 
same  continued  to  be  devoutly  and  gratefully  used  and 
universally  admired— the  primitive  form,  architectural 
proportions  and  graceful  symmetry  untouched  through 
a  longer  period  than  most  of  our  State  Constitutions  es- 
cape the  hand  of  modern  revision. 

In  the  summer  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  the  distinguished  Evangelist,  best  known  as 
"  Brother  Nettleton,"  whose  labors,  beyond  those  of 
any  other  man  of  modern  times,  were  identified  with 
revivals  of  religion,  preached  his  first  sermon  in  this 
city ;  his  theme — "  The  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost."  The  word  spoken 
was  attended  with  remarkable  power ;  a  young  peo- 
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pie's  meeting,  in  consequence,  followed,  which  was 
thronged  with  attendants.  The  special  strivings  of  the 
Spirit  were  evidently  beginning  to  be  felt.  Many  im- 
penitent sinners,  in  distress  of  mind,  were  calling  on 
their  pastor  for  spiritual  counsel.  This  solicitude  of 
soul,  as  also  the  faith  and  hope  of  christians,  was  deep- 
ened and  extended  by  reports  of  a  similar  work  in 
other  places  ;  as  in  Norfolk,  one  hundred  ;  Colebrook, 
one  hundred  and  fifty ;  Salisbury,  one  hundred  and 
seventy  converts.  Week  after  week  inquirers  con- 
tinued to  call,  asking  "  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved  ?" 
Those  among  them  entertaining  a  hope,  who  had  been 
examined,  propounded  and  received  to  Church-fellow- 
ship, proved  valuable  helpers  to  the  cause  of  Christ, 
in  all  the  sustained  relations  of  life.  In  June,  the 
General  Association  of  the  State,  for  the  first  time,  held 
their  meeting  in  this  city.  The  ecclesiastical  year,  on 
many  accounts,  had  been  no  ordinary  one.  The  daily 
sessions  were  of  unusual  interest ;  the  business  was 
important,  and  a  christian  spirit  pervaded  the  body 
throughout  their  various  proceedings.  The  whole  was 
crowned  by  one  thousand  communicants  joining  in 
celebration  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
The  scenes,  in  part,  so  novel  and  rare,  all  seemed  to 
appreciate  and  enjoy,  while  not  a  few  were  affected 
to  tears  at  parting.  The  occasion  has  been  reflected 
upon  with  sincere  gratitude  and  devout  satisfaction  ; 
many  prayers  were  offered  up,  and  a  divine  blessing 
followed. 
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The  snbjects  of  the  revival  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen,   and    onward,    coming    successively  into  the 
Church  during  that  and  the  following  years,  became 
a  means  of  prolonging,  among  the  older  members,  a 
spirit  of  quickened  devotion  and  activity.     The  anni- 
versary discourse,  on  completing  the  fourteenth  year 
of  my  ministerial  work,  was  from  the  words,  (Colos- 
sians  i :  28,)  "  Whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man, 
and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  we  may 
present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus."     As  it 
was  then  about  midway  between  the  commencement 
and  the  close  of  our  mutual  relation  as  pastor  and 
people,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  that   manuscript. 
"  Must  be  a  stranger  to  myself  not  to  know  that  I  have 
been  among  you  in  weakness,  in  fear,  and  in  much 
trembling ;  at  the  same  time  have  never  knowingly 
suppressed  or  disguised  the  truth — with  a  view  to 
avoid  the  displeasure  or  to  obtain  the  favor  of  men ; 
have  sought  to  instruct  rather  than  to  entertain,  to  im- 
press and  save,  rather  than  to  please  for  the  moment ; 
to  be  plain,  rather  than  appear  profound,  and  to  be  un- 
derstood, rather  than  admired  for  unintelligible  depths. 
Have  studiously  guarded  against  giving  to  a  few  truths 
an  almost   exclusive   prominence,  but  have   labored 
properly  io  proportion  law  and  Gospel,  doctrine  and 
duty,  promises  and  threatenings.     Have  also  preached 
the  Gospel  from  house  to  house,  visited  the  widows 
and  fatherless  in  their  affliction ;  by  day  and  by  night 
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been  at  the  bed-side  of  the  sick  and  the  dying,  and 
followed  nearly  five  hundred  of  my  beloved  charge  to 
their  graves.  The  supreme  aim  throughout  the  whole 
has  consciously  been,  to  save  your  precious  immortal 
souls.  With  what  success  this  has  been  done,  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day,  that  day  for  which  all  other 
days  were  made,  will  disclose." 

A  new  religious  interest  was  awakened  during  the 
summer  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  and  extended 
with  increasing  effect  into  twenty-one.  The  Church 
and  congregation,  as  a  whole,  never  before  so  sensibly 
felt  the  influence  of  evangehcal  truth,  in  its  bearing 
upon  christian  institutions  and  ordinances.  "  The 
word  of  God  grew  and  multiplied"  accordingly.  And 
those  "  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  in- 
corruptible, walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  multiplied." 
The  peculiar  fruits  of  all  this  began  distinctively  to 
appear  in  early  autumn,  although  the  maturity  of  the 
harvest  was  reached  about  mid-winter.  Viewed  in 
this  connection,  the  first  Sabbath  in  January  was 
thought  of  and  looked  forward  to  with  unprecedented 
interest  and  expectancy.  The  preparatory  steps  hav- 
ing been  taken,  in  their  order,  the  candidates  for 
christian  profession  and  the  holy  communion,  were 
waiting  ready  to  come  forward  for  the  consummation 
so  devoutly  desired.  The  day  arrived,  indeed,  but 
proved  so  inclement,  in  providence,  that  the  service 
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was  postponed  to  the  Sabbath yb//oM5m^.     That  prov- 
ing equally  inauspicious,  the  admissions  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  ordinances  were  again  postponed.     And 
that  the  interest  awakened  might  be  kept  duly  alive 
in  the  hearts  of  the  subjects,  and  their  preparation  in 
a  measure  proportioned  to  the  solemnity  of  the  coming 
occasion,  it  was  not  until  the  first  Lord's  day  in  Feb- 
ruary, that  the  expected,  yet  deferred  and  deferred 
scene  was  realized  in  its  fullness.     On  that  eventful 
day,  around  which  memory  still  loves  to  linger,  a  com- 
pany of  one  hundred,  by  nature  children  of  wrath  even 
as  others,  but  now  on  credible  evidence  of  being  wash- 
ed, sanctified  and  justified,  through  living  faith  in  the 
divine  Redeemer,  together  presented  themselves,  stood 
arranged  in  long  line  down  the  broad  aisle  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, and,  in  solemn  assent  and  covenant,  avouched 
the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  their  God.     Never  before  had 
such  a  scene  been  witnessed  in  this  fair  city  of  our 
God.     Never,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  in  New  England  at 
that  time.    One  hundred  redeemed  sinners,  with  united 
heart  and  hand,   sealing  their  public  vows  to  be  the 
Lord's  !     One  hundred  indeed  had  been  propounded 
to  be  present  for  the  high  and  holy  purpose.     But  the 
circle,  as  now  seen,  was  broken  ;  one  hnk  in  this  gold- 
en chain  appeared  to  be  missing.     She   who  more 
especially,  with  earnest  hope  and  humble  joy,  had  an- 
ticipated this  so  tender  and  touching,  so  elevated  and 
impressive  hour,  was  not  there.     And  to  be  there 
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nevermore  !  The  buoyant,  bright  and  beautiful  Susan 
Marble,  with  morning's  early  dawn,  had  been  called 
up  to  join  the  church  triumphant !  Providence,  in  this 
manner,  co-operated  with  grace  in  practical  illustra- 
tion of  the  Great  Teacher's  seeming  paradox,  "  the 
last  shall  be  first" — the  youngest  in  the  ransomed 
throng  being  the  first  transported  by  angels  to  join  the 
multitude  of  the  redeemed  in  glory.  What  a  Sabbath 
that  was  ! — a  Sabbath  which  many  will  never,  no  never 
forget ! 

The  genuine  effects  of  this,  so  far  as  our  history 
was  concerned,  unequalled  out-l)reathing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  were  extended,  prolonged,  and  the  work  in  fact 
re-produced  before  the  close  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two.  A  veritable,  though  not  public  record  of 
the  time,  notes,  "  Rev.  Mr.  Nettleton  is  in  town,  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  say,  there  is  a  new  revival  of  re- 
ligion beginning  in  New  Haven — upwards  of  a  hund- 
red attended  an  anxious  meeting."  And  so  wide  was 
the  prevalence  of  this  inward  solicitude,  that  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  two  hundred  and  fifty — even 
three  hundred  attended  the  appointments  for  inquirers, 
week  after  week.  As  forming  the  practical  result, 
known  and  read  of  all  observers,  during  the  later 
months  of  that  year,  seventy  more  united  in  bonds  of 
fellowship  with  the  Church. 

There  was  one  rare  fact  which  afforded  striking 
evidence  of  the  all-prevailing   spirit   of  religion   at 
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this  time,  and  the  deep  hold  it  had  upon  the  minds  of 
men  generally.  Master  mechanics  opened  the  doors 
of  their  large  estabhshments,  and  invited  their  pastors 
to  addreHs  the  workmen  and  apprentices,  on  their 
benches,  in  the  shops.  Small  circles  of  young  ladies 
met  in  the  afternoon  at  private  houses  for  prayer,  in- 
struction and  exhortation  from  their  spiritual  guides ; 
and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  work,  that  at  one  of 
these,  while  being  addressed  to  "  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come,"  seven  out  of  the  ten  present,  as  there  is  good 
reason  to  beheve  from  the  fruits  of  holiness  in  their 
after  life,  did,  there  and  then,  in  the  spiritual  change 
wrought  within  them,  pass  from  death  unto  life  !  Fif- 
teen others  indulged  the  hope  of  having,  in  the  course 
of  a  single  day,  been  made  the  subjects  of  the  same 
change.  Among  the  closing  scenes  of  this  memorable 
year,  an  event  of  animating  interest  to  the  churches 
here  especially,  was  the  ordination  in  the  midst  of  them 
and  hy  them,  with  subsequent  embarkation  from  this 
port,  of  Messrs.  William  Goodell,  for  Palestine, 
William  Richards  and  Artemas  Bishop,  for  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  as  Missionaries  of  the  American 
Board.  To  me,  though  after  so  long  a  time,  the 
whole  seems  as  the  panorama  of  yesterday.  On  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  harbor  stood  the  assembled  thous- 
ands, with  the  noble  ship  riding  at  anchor  in  the  offing, 
and  her  boats  well  manned  with  oarsmen,  at  full  tide, 
approaching  the  shore.     The  ascending  prayer  and 
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praise,  ("  Wake  Isles  of  the  South  !")  from  voices 
quavering  with  emotion,  the  heaving  breast,  the  burst- 
ing sigh  and  flowing  tears,  the  eager  grasp  of  the  hand, 
and  parting  embrace  of  those  who  were  expecting  to 
see  each  others  faces  no  more  in  the  flesh,  combined 
to  constitute  a  scene  of  the  "  moral  sublime"  that  left 
an  impression  to  be  long  cherished  with  devout  grati- 
tude in  the  history  of  New  Haven. 

The  passing  transactions  crowded  into  this  memor- 
able year,  so  intrinsically  important  at  the  time,  and 
ever  after,  by  its  effects,  made  it  one  of  pre-eminent 
mterest  and  enjoyment  to  all  friends  of  man  and  the 
Redeemer.  It  was  then  life  indeed  to  live  !  O  rise 
some  other  such  ! 

Revivals  of  religion  which  enlarge  the  Church,  do 
not  uniformly  augment  the  Society^s  available  resources 
for  the  support  of  christian  institutions.  But  in  re- 
spect to  this  series  of  such  seasons,  the  effect  was  de- 
cidedly different.  More  internal  tranquillity  had  been 
enjoyed  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  than  during  any 
period  of  equal  extent,  from  the  organization  of  its 
elder  branch  in  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-two.  Its 
worldly  prosperity  had  regularly  advanced,  not  only 
with,  but  beyond  the  outlay  of  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars  for  the  new  house  of  worship,  and  the  eight 
thousand  added  to  the  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
ministry.  The  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four 
had  little  to  distinguish  it  from  the  ordinary  accom- 


31 

t 

paniments  of  ministerial  labor.  Yet  the  current  which 
the  events  already  recorded  had  set  in  motion,  con- 
tinued to  flow  on  with  such  purity  and  power,  that  the 
reaction,  so  common  after  a  season  of  revival,  checked 
in  the  rise,  was  circumscribed  and  feeble  in  its  extent 
and  influence. 

The  following,  as  a  recapitulation  of  the  foregoing, 
is  from  the  account  published  at  the  time,  and  which 
was  prepared  by  those  who,  above  all  others,  had  the 
best  opportunities  for  accurate  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
"  The  meetings  (for  inquirers)  were  usually  prefaced 
with  a  short  address,  after  which  all  knelt  and  united 
in  a  short  prayer.  The  ministers  present  then  pro- 
ceeded to  converse  with  every  individual,  in  a  low  tone 
of  voice,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  each  other,  or  break 
the  solemn  stillness  of  the  scene.  The  meeting  was 
then  closed  with  suitable  exhortation  and  prayer.  It 
is  impossible  to  convey  to  those  who  have  not  witness- 
ed such  an  assembly,  an  adequate  idea  of  its  impress- 
ive solemnity.  There  was  evidently  much  emotion, 
although  no  noise  ;  there  were  many  tears,  although 
no  outbreaking  of  the  agony  of  the  mind,  save  in  the 
expressive  look  and  the  half-stifled  sigh.  To  stand 
and  attentively  survey  a  multitude  of  immortal  beings 
convened  for  so  high  a  purpose  as  the  salvation  of  the 
soul,  that  for  which  the  Lord  of  Glory  left  heaven  and 
came  down  to  earth,  was  an  almost  overwhelming 
sight.     We  have  never  beheld  an  assembly,  the  bare 
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idea  of  which  was  so  affecting  and  solemn.  The  fasci- 
nations of  sense  with  all  the  gloiy  of  time,  seemed  to 
fade  away,  and  an  approaching  eternity  alone  to  oc- 
cupy the  thoughts.  The  effect  was  increased  by  the 
fact,  that  meetings  were  usually  held  the  same  even- 
ing for  prayer,  with  special  reference  to  additional 
effusions  of  the  divine  Spirit,  on  this  anxious  assembly. 
Similar  collections,  of  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  persons, 
in  private  houses,  from  day  to  day,  proved  highly  use- 
ful in  awakening  the  attention,  as  also  in  deepening 
the  impression  of  religious  truth  on  the  mind.  They 
have  both  been  signally  blessed  of  God  and  made  the 
birth-place  of  many  souls.  The  object  in  speaking  on 
these  occasions  was  not  to  address  the  passions,  but 
to  impress  the  simple  truth  on  the  conscience ;  to 
show  sinners  from  the  word  of  the  living  God,  that 
they  are  guilty,  condemned,  lost,  and  must  be  misera- 
ble for  ever,  without  a  change  of  heart,  and  that  it  is 
their  immediate  duty  to  submit  to  God,  and  become 
reconciled  to  him  through  the  efficacy  of  Christ's 
atoning  death. 

"  The  brethren  of  our  two  churches  have  manifested 
a  becoming  zeal  and  activity  for  the  salvation  of  souls, 
and  the  glory  of  God.  They  have  come  forward  like 
men  sensible  of  their  duty,  and  desirous  to  do  it,  and 
thus  contributed  sensibly  to  relieve  the  labors  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  their  pastors.  Their  confer- 
ence and  prayer  meetings,  conducted  altogether  by 
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themselves,  have  proved  important  auxiharies  to  the 
great  work  carried  on  by  the  divine  Spirit. 

There  is,  as  has  always  been  the  case,  a  great  variety 
in  the  former  character  and  condition  of  those  who 
appear  to  have  been  awakened,  convicted  and  con- 
verted. Husbands  and  wives,  in  some  instances,  have 
been  separated  ;  in  some,  they  have  both  been  taken, 
and  together  made  to  magnify  the  grace  of  God. 
The  amiable  and  accomplished  youth,  who  once 
thought  he  "  wanted  nothing  new,"  has  been  distressed 
for  sin,  and  made  a  subject  of  that  "  holiness  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  The  man  pro- 
verbial for  his  honesty  and  morality,  whose  life  for 
three  score  years  had  been  uniformly  exemplary,  has 
been  brought  to  feel  that  morality  could  not  save  him. 
and  made  a  "  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus."  The 
profane  swearer  has  been  struck  dumb  by  a  sense 
of  guilt,  and  his  oaths  and  curses  have  given  place  to 
prayer  and  praise  to  God  and  the  Lamb.  The  scoffer 
has  been  effectually  taught  to  admire  the  grace  he 
once  despised ;  and  the  supercilious,  sarcastic  infidel 
prostrated  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  imploring  mercy 
as  a  ruined,  hell-deserving  sinner.  "  Where  sin  did 
abound,  grace  has  much  more  abounded." 

For  confirmation  of  the  7i7hole  in  this  connection,  I 
extract  from  an  authentic  document  of  the  day,  endors- 
ed by  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  clerical  body 
of  the  State  :  "  Upon  eighty -four  of  our  churches,  God 
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has,  during  the  past  year,  poured  out  his  Spirit,  and 
hopefully  translated  about  five  thousand  souls  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.  This  abundant 
shower  of  divine  grace  began  to  descend  nearly  a 
year  ago ;  some  of  the  first  drops  of  which  fell  upon 
the  favored  city  of  New  Haven.  The  cloud,  which 
was  at  first  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  shading  and 
refreshing  the  souls  of  a  few  christians  mourning  their 
own  barrenness  and  the  wide-spread  waste  around 
them,  soon  expanded  over  the  whole  town,  reached 
the  neighboring  villages,  overshadowed  counties,  and 
is  now  making  its  progress  to  the  utmost  borders, 
resting  over  us  in  majesty  and  mercy."  Among  the 
characteristics  of  this  revival,  we  deem  it  important 
to  notice^ — 1st,  Its  imity.  So  entire  are  the  unity  and 
oneness  of  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  in  this  awaken- 
ing, that  ministers  from  distant  towns  entered  imme- 
diately into  the  work  in  places  where  they  were 
strangers,  without  embarrassment  to  themselves,  or 
detriment  to  the  awakened.  There  is,  therefore,  a 
remarkable  oneness  among  the  new  converts ;  their 
hearts  answer  each  to  the  other,  as  in  water  face 
answereth  to  face.  Such  perfect  sympathy  produces 
strong  confidence  and  love,  and  has  led  to  that  har- 
mony and  facility  of  planning  and  executing  which 
have  given  stability  and  continuance  to  the  revivals 
where  they  have  begun,  and  are  spreading  them  where 
they  are  not .     2d.  Its  power  and  rapidity.      In  a 
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great  majority  of  the  converts,  conviction  speedily 
ensued  awakening.     The  most  of  them  continued  but 
a  short  time  under  that  awful  distress  which  accom- 
panies complete  conviction.      So  powerful  and  rapid 
were  the  operations  of  the  Spirit,  that  in  very  many 
instances  the  naked  statement  of  divine  truth,  without 
argument  to  enforce,  or  illustration  to  explain  it,  took 
immediate  effect.     The  doctrines  of  the  gospel  came 
to   them   in  demonstration   of  the   Spirit,  and  with 
power.     3dly.  Its  purity.     Notwithstanding  the  great 
diversity  of  age,  natural  temperament  and  education 
of  the  awakened,  and  the  frequent  and  crowded  meet- 
ings, no  tumult  or  outcry  has   occurred.     Though 
streets  and  highways  were  lined  with  the  multitudes 
going  to  the  house  of  prayer,  or  to  the  rooms  of  the 
anxious  meeting,  the  convicted  were  silent,  and  the 
converted  serene.     They  have  been  universally  docile 
to  their  ministers,  and  submitted  to  their  guidance,  as 
sheep  to  their  shepherd.     Intelligence  has  given  wis- 
dom to  zeal,  and  temperance  to  strong  emotion.     The 
awakened  and  convicted  have  been  exempted  from 
groundless  terrors,  and  the  converted  from  fanciful 
joys.     4thly.   Its  continuance.     The  subjects  of  the 
work  do  not  appear  to  decline  from  that  warmth  of 
gracious  affection,   and  energy  of  desire   for  larger 
measures  of  knowledge  and  grace,  which  they  exhib- 
ited at  the  time  of  their  hopeful  conversion ;   the 
awakening  is  of  some  months'  duration ;  yet  new  in- 
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stances  of  conviction  continue  to  occur.  Almost 
every  day  brings  us  joyful  tidings,  that  one  after 
another  of  our  parishes  is  beginning  to  partake  of  this 
copious  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Sthly.  Its  influ- 
ence in  elevating  the  christian  character  of  both  ministers 
and  churches.  Ministers  have  preached  plainly  and 
boldly.  Their  faithfulness,  however,  has  been  without 
asperity,  and  their  courage  has  been  joined  with 
meekness.  They  have  spoken  the  truth  in  love.  Anx- 
ious sinners  have  repaired  to  their  pastors  with  a  free- 
dom, and  opened  to  them  their  hearts  with  a  confidence, 
hitherto  unknown  among  us.  We  feel  ourselves  au- 
thorized to  declare,  not  for  the  purpose  of  exalting 
our  brethren,  but  to  honor  the  power  and  grace  of  our 
Lord  and  Master,  that  never  have  we  beheld  such  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One  in  the  prayers,  sermons 
temper  and  deportment  of  our  ministers." 

Private  christians,  also,  have  been  excited  to  more 
openness  and  decision ;  they  have  promptly  and  heart- 
ily seconded  the  efforts  of  their  pastors.  Churches 
have,  further,  felt  a  solicitude  for  their  sister  churches. 
Not  content  with  barren  wishes  for  their  welfare,  they 
have  visited  each  other,  to  go  together  to  pray  before 
the  Lord,  and  to  talk  of  the  things  of  his  kingdom  ; 
they  have  spoken  often  one  to  another,  and  the  Lord 
has  hearkened  and  heard. 

This  important  and  delightful  report  thus  concludes : 
"  The  days  of  seventeen  hundred  and  forty  have  re- 
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turned  with  brighter  lustre.  There  remain  among  us 
here  and  there  a  Simeon  and  an  Anna  of  that  glorious 
day,  who  have  waited  from  that  time  to  this  for  the 
consolation  of  Israel.  The  hour  has  come  ;  they  are 
giving  a  rapid  and  exulting  glance  at  the  flying  clouds, 
and  hastening  away  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  to  the 
upper  world.  Shout,  O  inhabitants  of  Zion  !  sing  a 
new  song  ;  the  Lord  hath  triumphed  gloriously  !" 

In  the  spring  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
just  as  nature  was  reviving  into  life  and  activity  from 
the  frosts  and  rigidity  of  departing  winter,  indications 
were  discernible  of  7iew  spiritual  interest  and  promise. 
The  appearances  were  first  manifested  in  College,  as 
the  development  of  impressions  made  by  a  sermon  of 
Professor  Fitch,  preached  on  the  day  of  the  State 
fast,  from  the  text  Proverbs  29  :  1 — "  He  that,  being 
often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddenly  be 
destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy."  Soon  there 
were  similar  appearances  throughout  the  city  and  at 
Fair  Haven ;  christians  at  once  woke  up  to  a  due 
sense  of  the  actual  state  of  things.  Meetings  were 
multiplied,  crowded,  solemn.  The  work  went  on  in- 
creasing, though  not  rapidly ;  and,  coming  so  close 
upon  the  greater  work  of  eighteen  hundred  twenty 
and  twenty-one,  did  not,  in  fact,  seem  at  the  time  to 
be  so  powerful  as  it  afterwards  proved ;  but  an  un- 
usual proportion  of  the  subjects,  though  they  came 
rather  timidly  and  slowly  into  the  Church,  became  in 
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time  an  acquisition  of  permanent  value  and  distinguish- 
ed usefulness.  The  pastor's  Fast  sermon,  from  the 
text,  "  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is  raging,  and 
whosoever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wise,"  (repeated^ 
by  request,)  was  immediately  followed  by  the  formation 
of  the  first  "  Temperance  Society"  in  the  city  and 
vicinity  of  New  Haven.  This  new  start,  in  such  a 
direction,  stimulated  to  and  encouraged  strenuous 
effort  and  prayer  for  the  good  Spirit  to  descend. 

The  ensuing  summer,  was  addressed  to  the  Church, 
at  their  Tuesday  evening  conference,  a  series  of  lec- 
tures, from  second  and  third  chapters  of  Revelation  ; 
expository  of  the  inspired  epistles  to  the  seven  churches 
of  Asia.  The  labor  was  not  lost ;  nor  has  that  weekly 
meeting,  in  the  long  course  of  its  continuance,  ever 
failed  to  be  productive  of  great  good  to  the  attendants 
as  christians  in  fraternal  covenant,  and  through  them 
to  the  extended  cause  of  truth  and  holiness.  An  ap- 
peal, "  What  can  be  done  to  revive  religion  among  us 
at  the  present  time  ?"  founded  on  "  Be  watchful  and 
strengthen  the  things  which  remain  that  are  ready  to 
die,"  (Revelation  iii :  2,)  awakened  and  sent  home, 
with  new  soHcitude  and  self-scrutiny,  the  inquiry, 
"  Where  is  God  my  Maker,  that  giveth  songs  in  the 
night  V  Those  present  requested  the  same  to  be  re- 
peated and  reiterated,  for  the  benefit  of  the  churches, 
and  through  them,  its  action  upon  the  world  without. 

January^  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  was  ush- 
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ered  in  with  perceptible  symptoms  of  rising  serious- 
ness. A  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  was  again 
revived  among  the  members  of  the  Church ;  many 
sinners  were  sensibly  stricken,  some  deeply  distressed ; 
inquirers  were  increased  from  twenty  to  fifty.  At  a 
meeting  for  converts,  fifty  were  present ;  a  few  weeks 
after,  seventy  to  eighty  ;  then  one  hundred.  During 
the  summer  months  and  the  earlier  part  of  autumn, 
from  sixty  to  seventy  came  forward  to  communion — 
thirty  of  them  young  persons.  The  prayers,  addresses, 
and  other  exercises  connected  with  a  "  conference  of 
the  churches,^''  held  in  the  city  at  this  time,  evidently 
contributed  to  extend  and  deepen  the  special  impres- 
sions already  existing.  The  last  Thursday  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  the  day 
of  prayer  for  the  "  revival  of  religion  in  colleges,"  was 
observed  with  marked  attention  and  seriousness. 
Forty  came  to  evening  meeting  for  the  awakened. 
Shortly  after,  at  a  united  meeting  for  addressing  such, 
three  hundred  were  present.  Wonderful  was  the 
power  of  the  gospel  as  subsequently  developed ! 

"  As  showers  on  meadows  newly  mown, 
Jesus  shall  send  his  influence  down." 

The  seed  sown  sprung  up  almost  immediately,  with 
the  promise  of  rich  fruit.  In  March,  a  '^protracted 
meeting''''  was  held,  which  extended  through  four  days  ; 
a  morning  prayer  meeting,  and  three  sermons,  with 
other  exercises,  each  day.     Rev.  Drs.  Taylor,  Fitch, 
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and  Parker  of  New  York,  were  by  invitation  statedly 
present  assisting  the  pastors.  This  revival  went  for- 
ward with  steady  progress  and  promising  prospect 
into  the  ensuing  summer.  The  method  of  conducting 
it  was  in  some  respects  different  from  that  connected 
with  previous  visitations  of  the  kind ;  and  the  marked 
success  demonstrated  it  to  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
past.  The  work  itself  was  not  more  powerful  than 
any  that  had  preceded,  nor  were  its  subjects  more 
numerous ;  but  its  course  was  continuous,  without 
intermission  ;  progressive,  with  no  reaction  ;  the  feel- 
ing deep,  yet  comparatively  noiseless.  The  churches 
being  prepared,  promptly  helped  each  other  ;  thus 
helped  their  pastors,  and  so  aided  the  work  of  God 
going  on  among  them.  Not  so  much  by  proceedings 
and  arrangements,  in  their  collective  capacity,  did  the 
brotherhood  do  this,  as  by  their  individual  efforts  and 
activity,  judiciously  and  harmoniously  directed.  They 
readily  reported  to  their  pastor  cases  within  their 
knowledge  of  recent  impression,  conviction  or  hope, 
in  order  that  he  might  at  once  divide  to  each  his  por- 
tion of  meat  in  due  season.  By  providing  in  this 
manner,  nothing  was  lost  from  want  of  appropriate 
knowledge,  or  through  delay ;  no  strength  was  use- 
lessly expended,  or  prescription  of  the  great  Physician, 
"  the  balm  in  Gilead,"  misapphed.  The  whole  con- 
tributed to  secure  to  each  sin-suffering  patient,  and 
that  from  the  most  competent  counsellor,  the  best  in- 
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struction,  in  the  best  time — the  present,  the  time  of 
need.  From  nine  to  twelve  in  the  morning  was  the 
season  for  the  pastor  to  be  at  home  to  receive  those 
who  called  ;  and  many  a  day  was  the  whole  of  the 
morning  thus  occupied.  The  afternoon  was  for  visit- 
ing those  who  could  not  call  in  person  on  their  pastor, 
or  for  meeting  by  appointment  a  select  few  at  some 
private  house.  Evening  was  more  or  less  allotted  to 
addressing  the  larger  collections,  of  a  more  promiscu- 
ous character. 

This  last,  and  in  many  of  its  features  happiest  revival 
in  the  series  narrated,  would  have  answered  as  a  mo- 
del for  those  realized  almost  simultaneously  in  many 
of  the   States  of  the  Union,  and  which  signalized 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  pre-eminently  as   the 
year  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most  High.     But  all 
good  pertaining  to  man's  progress  in  the  present  world 
has  its  impassable  limit — at  least  its  liability  to  arrest. 
The  flow  of  this  full  tide  of  blessing  almost  of  necessity 
produced  a  crisis.     The  very  success  of  the  ministry, 
resulting  in  these  repeated  enlargements  of  the  Church, 
through  the  sovereignty  of  Divine  grace,  contributed 
to  render  my  spiritual  charge,  sufficiently  weighty  at 
the  first,  the  more  imperative,  arduous  and  crushing, 
O  the  pressing  exigency  of  that  hour  !     The   heart 
alone  "  knoweth  its  own  bitterness !"     With  health 
failing  from  both  past  and  recent  labors,  to  do  or  to 
endure  more  for  the  future,  was  what  I  dare  not  prom- 
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ise  to  myself,  nor  implicitly  pledge  to  others.  But 
the  instant  crisis  must  be  met — something  must  be 
done.  Viewing  the  position  of  things  from  this  stand 
point,  and,  most  of  all,  as  bearing  upon  the  object  of 
every  true  minister's  mission  among  men — the  ad- 
vancement of  Christ's  cause  in  the  salvation  of  sin- 
ners— I  felt  deeply,  in  connection  with  these  ends,  the 
absolute  need  of  a  change  in  my  particular  field  of 
labor.  Nor,  as  appears,  are  parallel  cases  rare  in 
ministerial  life  and  history.  That  of  the  late  Dr. 
Spencer,  of  Brooklyn,  first  settled  at  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  especially  occurs  as  in  point.  The 
Honorable  Lewis  Strong  writes  :  "  As  might  have 
been  feared,  with  hundreds  of  inquiring  souls  to  in- 
struct— with  converts  under  his  ministry,  and  received 
by  him  into  church-fellowship — and  all  the  varied 
cares  and  anxieties  of  an  extensive  parish,  was  too 
much  for  mortal  endurance,  and  his  strength  finally  gave 
way  ;  and  at  the  close  of  this  harvest  season,  his  health 
was  found  to  be  so  seriously  impaired  as  to  render  a 
season  of  rest,  and  a  change  to  a  less  laborious  charge, 
needfuV  "  Such  separations  are  among  the  bitterest 
trials  of  the  ministry.  If  ever  a  pastor  needs  special 
sympathy  and  prayer,  it  is  amid  the  trial  and  darkness 
of  such  an  hour,  not  rashly  chosen  by  him,  but  forced 
upon  him  in  the  providence  of  God,''''  "  And  his  impaired 
health,  with  the  uncertainties  of  the  foture,  added  to  it," 
he  concludes.     "  The  will  of  his  divine  Master,  the 
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simple  question  of  duty,  ruled  wholly  his  decision." 
The  same^  my  own  consciousness  attests,  was  the 
basis  on  which,  if  ever  prompted  by  christian  principle, 
I  acted  in  the  present  juncture.  The  change  thus  felt 
to  be  needful,  the  most  important  interests  required 
to  have  effected  with  the  least  practicable  disquietude, 
embarrassment  or  loss  to  the  people  concerned.  I 
accordingly  consulted,  first,  individuals  on  the  subject ; 
next  conferred  with  committees  j  then  addressed,  in 
writing,  twenty-two  among  the  most  respectable 
members,  requesting  their  several  advice  in  confidence, 
to  aid  me  in  my  deliberations  and  movements.  A 
Society's  meeting  was  called,  agreeably  to  my  request, 
and  the  matter  submitted  to  them.  The  result  was, 
the  concurring  expression,  verbally,  by  vote,  or  in 
writing,  to  have  me  remain ;  and  that,  to  adopt  the 
language  expressly  employed  by  them  in  the  case,  "  / 
ought  not  to  solicit  the  separation  contemplated,  unless  my 
health  and  comfort  required  it.''"'  This  was  in  due  form 
communicated.  They  did  more  than  in  this  manner 
to  indicate  their  desire  and  readiness  to  support  me  in 
prolonged  continuance  among  them.  As  local  con- 
venience and  other  interests  evidently  prompted,  and 
with  my  own  unequivocal  sanction,  two  new  ecclesias- 
tical Societies  had  recently  been  formed  j  and  lest 
this,  together  with  the  loss  of  seven  to  eight  thousand 
dollars  of  their  fund  by  the  failure  of  the  Eagle  Bank, 
should  induce  members  to  certificate  from  the  "  Uni- 
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ted  Society,"  thirty  responsible  gentlemen  among 
their  number,  (without  any  suggestion  or  previous 
knowledge  on  my  part,)  legally  bound  themselves  and 
their  heirs  to  the  provision  of  one  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  through  five  successive  years,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  present  existing  ministry ;  calculating  and 
expecting,  within  that  time,  by  new  financial  arrange- 
ments, to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  losses  sus- 
tained, and  henceforth  depend  alone  on  the  ordinary 
means  for  defraying  their  current  expenses.  Individ- 
uals of  ability  made  liberal  offers  for  the  settlement 
and  support  of  a  colleague.  At  the  same  time,  "  the 
list  of  the  Society,"  say  the  Committee,  "  is  still 
larger  than  that  of  either  of  the  ecclesiastical  Societies 
in  this  place."  These  to  them  creditable,  as  well  as 
in  their  every  bearing,  kind  proposals,  left  me  to  my 
own  choice  to  withdraw  or  remain,  according  to  my 
own  convictions  of  duty.  But  inasmuch  as  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  proposing  to  withdraw  continued  in 
force  as  at  the  first — to  wit,  "  the  pastor's  want  of 
health  and  strength  adequately  to  meet  the  providential 
demand  for  increased  ministerial  labor^^ — I  felt,  as  it 
were,  constrained  to  the  conclusion,  painful  though 
free,  that  it  was  best,  all  things  considered,  to  relin- 
quish my  long-beloved,  and  now  more  than  ever  en- 
deared charge.  The  Church  and  Society,  convened 
for  the  purpose,  by  separate  action,  in  form  expressed 
their  views  and  feelings  in  a  manner,  and  with  a  spirit, 
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to  my  entire  satisfaction ;  ordering  the  communication 
of  a  copy  of  their  proceedings.  Accordingly,  a  Coun- 
cil was  mutually  agreed  upon,  which  met  December 
29th,  1831.  The  united  result,  as  containing  their 
"  deliberate  and  careful"  consideration  of  the  whole 
case,  can  be  best  expressed  in  their  own  language, 
appended  to  the  attested  minutes  :  "  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Merwin's  prmcipa/  reasons  for  requesting  dismissioti 
are,  the  great  and  increasing  demand  for  ministerial  labor 
in  his  present  connection^  with  the  conscious  inability, ^^  from 
his  present  state  of  health,  "  to  sustain  it  much  longer, 
and  the  'preference  of  location  in  a  place  of  comparative 
retirement,  where  the  labors  and  duties  of  the  pastoral 
office  would  be  more  within  the  compass  of  his  re- 
duced strength  and  constitutional  capacity.  The 
Council,  on  deliberate  and  careful  review,  declare 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  reasons,  as  well  as  with 
the  correctness  of  all  the  various  proceedings  submitted  to 
them.^''  They  then  voted  a  "  dissolution  of  the  subsist- 
ing connection,"  and  added :  "  The  Council  bear  their 
cordial  and  united  testimony  to  the  talents  and  ac- 
complishments of  Rev.  Mr.  Merwin,  for  respectability 
and  usefulness  in  the  christian  ministry  ;  to  his  great 
fidelity  as  a  pastor,  and  to  the  success  of  his  labors, 
evidenced  in  the  repeated  and  powerful  revivals  of  re- 
ligion which  have  accompanied  his  ministry,— in  the 
large  additions  successively  made  to  his  Church  during 
that  period,  amounting  in  all  to  more  than  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  members  ;  and  do  hereby  unanimously 
recommend  him  to  all  the  churches  and  ministers  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  an  able  and  faithful  minister 
of  the  New  Testament,  fully  entitled  to  their  confi- 
dence and  christian  and  ministerial  fellowship."     By 

order  of  the  Council. 

Jeremiah  Day,  Moderator. 

Sereno  E.  Dwight,  Scribe. 

Thus  closed  my  official  ministration  of  the  word  and 
ordinances  to  you  and  your  fathers,  which,  dating 
from  the  first  Sabbath  in  July,  1804,  when  I  commenc- 
ed supplying  the  pulpit,  nearly  completes  twenty-eight 
years,  a  period  longer  than  that  of  any  pastorate  in 
the  same  connection. 

At  this  point,  where  it  is  natural  to  pause  and  re- 
flect, the  deeper  to  engrave,  the  fines  of  these  by-gone 
times,  I  cannot  forbear  to  subjoin,  that  the  wonted 
readiness  of  the  people,  individually  and  collectively, 
in  the  spirit  of  generous  kindness,  to  respond  to  the 
known  wants  and  wishes  of  their  pastor,  together  with 
the  oft-repeated  and  copious  eflfusions  of  the  divine 
Spirit  on  the  extended  field  of  his  care  and  cultivation, 
are  the  topics  which,  in  the  given  recital  of  to-day, 
most  contribute  to  warm  the  heart  and  swell  the  soul 
with  gratitude,  wonder  and  praise. 

Reheved  by  the  change,  I  passed  from  the  old  into 
a  new  field  of  labor,  and  on  February  23d,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Wilton,  Connecticut. 
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The  Consociation  of  Fairfield  West  welcomed  me 
among  them  in  a  manner  which  was  as  gratefully  re- 
ceived as  it  was,  no  doubt,  cordially  given  ;  saying,  in 
the  conclusion  of  their  minutes  on  the  occasion,  "  We 
cannot  but  congratulate  the  Church  and  Society  upon 
their  prospect  of  enjoying  the  labors  of  a  pastor  whose 
endeavor  it  will  be  to  perpetuate  harmony  where  it 
exists,  and  restore  it  where  it  has  been  interrupted ; 
while  the  ministry  of  this  district  must  be  gratified 
with  the  accession  to  their  number  of  a  faithful  and 
judicious  fellow-laborer." 

Wilton  has  a  convenient  location  on  the  line  of  the 
Norwalk  and  Danbury  Railroad,  is  a  good  farming 
town,  provided  with  ample  means  for  the  support  of 
the  christian  ministry,  and  containing  the  essential 
elements  of  a  fine  agricultural  community.  It  was 
long  the  seat  of  a  well-known  classical  school,  of  the 
highest  grade  of  excellence,  founded  by  Hon.  Hawley 
Olmsted,  now  of  this  city,  whose  son  succeeds  him 
there  in  the  same  department.  But  so  distributed  is 
the  population  of  this  place,  and  such  the  face  of  the 
country,  as  to  make  the  field  a  laborious  one  for  the 
minister,  especially  in  the  performance  of  pastoral 
duties  ;  these  alone,  from  the  extent  and  circumstances 
of  the  parish,  requiring  a  vigorous  constitution  in  the 
full  strength  of  meridian  manhood  permanently  to  en- 
dure. The  recent  dismission  of  their  last  minister 
had  been  preceded  and  followed  by  agitation  and  divi- 


48 

sion  which  rendered  the  present  charge  of  this  people 
the  more  difficult  and  trying.     Here  I  was  privileged 
for  a  number  of  years  quietly  to  prosecute  the  chosen, 
and  now,  as  ever,  dehghtful  calling  of  my  life.     Still, 
unavoidable  exposures  day  and  night  gave  little  promise 
of  physical  ability  to  officiate  lo7ig  in  such  a  field.    Sus- 
pension of  pastoral  labor,  accordingly,  was  at  length 
deemed  requisite  ;  on  proposing  which,  with  a  view  to 
introduce  a  candidate  for  successor^  the  Church,   in 
form,  requested  their  pastor  "  not  to  prosecute  his  in- 
tention with  regard  to  seeking  a  dissolution  of  his  pastoral 
relation.''^     Postponement,  however,  did  not   remove 
the  felt  necessity,  on  my  part,  of  renewing  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and  regularly  withdrawing  from 
uniform  stated  labor.     The  Church,  in  taking  leave  of 
their  pastor,  adverted  in  appropriate  language  to  "  the 
evening  of  his  days  as  they  bade  him  an  affectionate 
farewell."     He   also  felt  that  the  evening  of  his  life 
drew  near — the  twilight  hour   was  passing — its  pro- 
jecting shadows  lengthening  on  the  plain.     The  toils 
and  pressure  of  a  most  laborious  and  responsible  pro- 
fession had  been  sustained  and  endured  through  o?ie 
and  a-half  generatioti  of  ministerial  age  j  according  to 
data  furnished  by  the  healthiest  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land.    This  estabhshed  fact,  and  the  secret  conscious- 
ness of  local  infirmity  other  than  transient^  connected 
with  observation  that,  in  instances  not  rare,  the  pastoral 
relation  has  been  retained  beyond  the  ability  of  either 
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cause  of  both,  led  me  to  the  ultimate  conclusion  not 
again,  of  choice,  to  come  under  the  unqualified  obliga- 
tion and  habilities  of  a  settled  minister's  labors  and 
duties.  I  had  now  approached  the  door — stood  in- 
deed upon  the  threshhold  of  the  grand  climacteric 
of  human  life,  and  had  always  felt,  when  pondering  the 
subject,  that  the  attainment  of  this  was  the  proper 
time  for  a  pause,  not  in  order  to  lay  down  the  high 
commission  received  to  preach  the  everlasting  gospel ; 
but  no  longer  in  form  to  be  bound  to  men  by  solemn 
contract  to  perform  the  whole  work  of  a  pastor,  at  an 
age  when,  as  characterized  by  inspired  wisdom,  "  men 
shall  be  afraid  of  that  which  is  high,  and  fears  shall  be 
in  the  way,  and  the  almond  tree  shall  flourish,  and  the 
grasshopper  shall  be  a  burden  ;"  not,  in  a  word,  to  be- 
come expressly  held  to  all  those  responsibilities  from 
without,  which  man  needs  the  utmost  vigor  of  his  best 
days  to  enable  him  to  meet  and  endure.  Bearing  the 
standard  of  the  cross,  however,  my  purpose  was  still 
to  unfurl  the  gospel  banner,  and  though  "  faint  yet 
pursuing,"  be  in  readiness  to  enter  the  vineyard,  when 
and  where  summoned  by  the  cries  of  suffering  human- 
ity— the  wants  and  woes  of  a  world  by  sin  destroyed, 
and  recoverable  only  through  faith  in  Christ  crucified 
as  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
vation. 

With  such  intent,  and  not  without  humble  supplica- 
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tion  for  divine  guidance,  and  bearing  as  the  parting 
blessing  of  brethren  in  Association,  their  ample  testi- 
monial for  restoration  to  membership  in  New  Haven 
West,  I  returned  to  this  favored  spot,  close  on  the 
verge  of  that  of  my  nativity.  This,  the  place  of  my 
earliest  love  and  longest  labor ;  earliest  tears  and  re- 
joicings in  sympathy  with  the  people  of  God  and  the 
spiritual  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer.  This  favored  and 
all  but  "  holy  city"  of  the  Palestine  of  the  West,  made 
such  by  Him  who  has  here  so  wonderfully  recorded 
his  name  as,  in  a  figure,  to  enshrine  the  very  ground 
by  his  Spirit  and  grace  copiously  descending.  The 
spot,  to  me,  above  every  locality  of  earth  beside,  of 
grateful  reminiscences,  cheering  consolation,  and  joy- 
ful hope ;  adjacent  to  the  tranquil  shades,  the  academic 
bowers  and  consecrated  halls  within  which  I  felt  the 
first  pulsations  of  holy  life,  and  drew  my  first  christian 
breath. 

Nor  has  anticipated  opportunity  for  active  service 
thus  far  failed  of  realization.  The  volunteer  minister 
of  the  gospel,  detached  from  settlement,  with  a  heart 
to  work,  can  almost  any  where  find  enough  to  do,  and 
that  without  quitting  country  or  kindred.  Pitch  his 
tent  where  he  may,  "  high-ways  and  hedges"  are  sure 
to  be  at  hand.  The  sword  of  the  Spirit  need  not,  for 
want  of  use,  rust  in  its  scabbard.  My  own  experience 
has  been,  in  one  respect,  peculiar.  I  commenced  the 
now  completed  semi-centennial  circle  of  years,  as  a 
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herald  and  spiritual  watchman  to  those  among  whom 
were  not  a  few  of  the  cultivated  and  refined,  the  rich, 
elevated  and  honorable  in  society. 

It  is  now  my  mission  in  providence  to  preach  the 
gospel,  ybr  the  most  part,  to  the  poor.  Would  it  were 
every  where  true,  that  "  to  the  poor  the  gospel  is 
preached," — carried  to  them,  set  before  them,  pressed 
upon  their  acceptance,  as  it  must  be  if  they  are  sen- 
sibly to  realize  its  hopes,  supports  and  consolations. 
I  used  to  feel,  in  the  midst  of  my  ministry  here,  that 
with  no  other  demands  upon  my  time  and  attention,  it 
would  be  the  highest  pleasure  conceivable  to  go  out 
into  the  highways  and  hedges,  repair  to  the  unfortu- 
nate and  friendless,  the  forsaken  and  outcast,  and  in 
Christ's  name  proffer  to  them  .those  treasures  with 
which  they  are  heirs  to  the  eternal  inheritance  of 
heaven,  and  without  which  they  are  left  poor  indeed 
for  both  worlds. 

The  appointment  to  officiate  in  evangelical  minis- 
trations to  the  public  poor,  having  been  made  without 
being  sought,  the  privilege  to  the  incumbent  becomes 
thereby  the  more  desirable.  And  never  did  I  pro- 
claim the  glad  tidings  with  more  of  earnest  desire  and 
prayer  to  have  the  truth  prove  effectual  in  them  that 
hear.  The  original  request  from  the  pubhc,  through 
their  Agent,  and  the  engagement  on  my  part,  was 
simply  for  service  to  be  rendered  5  and  whatever  the  un- 
sohcited  gratuity  in  consequence  received,  that  surely 
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does  not  and  cannot  constitute  the  reward  enjoyed  for 
the  work  done.  Such  being  the  will  of  kind  heaven, 
thus  let  me  spend  the  remnant  of  my  days,  participating 
in  the  blessedness  of  that  servant  whom  his  Lord,  when 
he  cometh,  shall  find  so  doing. 

Men,  brethren,  friends,  before  closing  let  me  earn- 
estly entreat  you,  one  and  all,  to  listen  to  the  varied 
tones  and  multipHed  voices  of  the  inspired  passages  at 
the  head  of  this  discourse.  The  '*  ancient  of  days" 
here  speaks  to  us  through  the  recorded  lives  of  our 
fathers.  From  the  dead — old  and  young,  small  and 
great,  the  lofty  and  the  low,  issue  forth  the  thousand 
sounds  whose  echoes  we  distinctly  hear  to-day. 
They  place  us  in  a  position  of  responsibility  from 
which  there  can  be  no  escape.  We  must  give  heed 
and  be  held  to  solemn  account ;  must  profit  by  the 
past,  or  be  doomed  for  the  future.  Hear,  then,  for  it 
is  not  a  vain  thing,  it  is  for  your  life  ;  treasure  up,  di- 
gest, retain,  that  "  fathers  may  tell  it  to  their  sons,  and 
they  again  to  theirs." 

"We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O  God !  our  fathers 
have  told  us  what  thou  didst  in  their  days  in  times  of 
old ;"  and  "  What  hath  God  wrought  ?"  What  by  his 
mighty  hand  in  the  events  of  his  providence^  or  through 
the  agency  of  his  Holy  Spirit  ?  What,  in  the  acts 
that  have  transpired  since  the  ushering  in  of  the  pres- 
sent  half-departed  century !  In  respect  to  the  nations 
that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  those  on  this 
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Western  Continent^  what  changes  have  passed  over 
them  !  What  revolutions,  "  wars  and  fightings"  have 
been  crowded  within  the  period  now  made  present  to 
our  minds  !  What  interesting  events,  off,  around,  and 
not  least  amojig  us,  present  themselves  on  review  of 
this  history  of  past  providejice  and  grace  I  What  ad- 
vance in  society,  extension  of  civilization,  attainments 
in  literature,  researches  in  history,  geography,  with 
developments  in  various  sciences  and  the  arts  !  What 
moral  institutions  have  been  founded — what  progress 
has  been  made  in  enterprises  of  philanthropy,  with 
diffusion  of  the  Hghts  and  influences  of  our  common 
Christianity !  In  respect  to  the  population,  social 
compact,  commerce,  political  economy,  and  govern- 
mental resources  of  the  United  States,  where  does 
history  furnish  a  parallel  of  such  enlargement  and 
condensation,  such  growth  and  promise  ! 

Nor  has  the  augmentation  been  less  as  respects  the 
number,  members  and  resources  of  the  various  evan- 
gelical churches  of  our  land,  thickly  starring  the  face 
of  the  country  as  so  many  centers  radiating  light  and 
holiness,  with  their  divers  influences  for  the  promotion 
of  human  weal. 

The  same  holy  seed  sown  in  foreign  lands  has 
germinated  with  no  uncertain  promise  of  bud,  blossom 
and  fruit.  We  have  only  to  wait  for  the  golden  har- 
vest in  faith,  hope  and  prayer. 

To  come  nearer  home  with  the  review  :  Yonder  ven- 
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erable  Institution  of  our  fathers,  alike  the  ornament  of 
the  city  and  pride  of  the  State, — how  have  the  germs 
of  thought,  the  scintillations  of  genius,  with  their  ap- 
propriate matured  fruits,  there  shot  forth  and  been 
multiplied,  to  the  illumination  and  enriching  of  a 
hemisphere — yea,  to  the  diffusion  of  a  sanatory  savor 
among  the  population  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe.  Learned  linguists,  christian  scholars,  heralds 
of  the  cross,  who  were  grounded  and  baptized  in  the 
elements  of  their  education  at  Yale  !  their  sound  is 
gone  out  into  all  the  earth — their  influence  reaches,  is 
felt,  unto  the  ends  of  the  world. 

The  churches  of  particular  Districts  a?id  States,  espe- 
cially those  peopled  mostly  by  the  descendants  of  the  Pu- 
ritfins,  have  realized  series  after  series  of  religious  awak- 
ening, extending  onward  and  onward  still  in  the  prog- 
ress of  evangelical  truth,  through  the  preaching  of  the 
word,  crowned  with  power  by  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
In  these  circumjacent  premises — this  social  organization 
and  civil  polity — from  the  beginning  denominated,  as 
with  prophetic  vision,  "  the  fairest  among  the  Colonies,^'' 
and  especially  among  ourselves  within  this  defined  circum- 
ference^ it  is  impossible  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  changes  of  the  last  fifty  years,  except  to  the  minds 
of  the  few  surviving  representatives  of  the  eighteenth 
century  who  still  linger  among  us ;  and  the  dim  dis- 
tance must  render  their  recollections  at  best  but  faint. 
All  around  us,  most  that  we  behold,  has  changed,  is 
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changing,  although  with  steadily  progressive  movement. 
As  of  yore  the  sun  actually  stood  still  in  Gibeon,  so 
now,  in  imagination,  let  the  same  solar  orb  retrograde 
his  astronomical  revolutions  for  the  last  five  decades 
of  years.  Thus  rolHng  back  the  tide  of  time  to  the 
meridian  days  of  Dr.  Dana,  Judge  Chauncey,  Senator 
Hillhouse,  Noah  Webster,  and  the  earlier  times  of  the 
administration  of  President  Dwight, — and  what  does 
the  survey  of  the  present  surrounding  scenery  pre- 
sent ?  On  that  gentle  elevation  and  its  verdant  ex- 
panse ycleped  "  College  ground,"  with  that  extended 
range  of  well-proportioned  edifices  sacred  to  Christ 
and  the  Church,  in  alliance  with  sound  learning  in  its 
appropriate  developments  of  thought  and  study, — the 
humble  three,  South,  Lyceum  and  South  Middle,  that 
now  form  the  southern  limit  of  the  line,  constituted  the 
whole.  To  say  nothing  here — as  surely  nothing  need 
be  said — of  the  County  Jail,  the  Jailer's  dwelling,  and 
the  old  Almshouse,  which  oppressed  and  deformed 
conspicuously  in  front,  the  present  enclosed  classic 
premises  of  Yale. 

Roll  back  the  half  century  just  completed,  and  this 
enlightened,  tasteful,  beautiful  city,  as  a  desirable  res- 
idence for  the  highest  purposes  of  human  life,  excelled 
by  no  one  on  the  Continent  or  in  the  known  world, — 
was  a  rural  village  of  from  three  to  four,  though  now 
swelling  the  census  to  thirty  thousand  inhabitants. 
With  half  a  dozen  solitary  exceptions,  the  buildings 
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consisted  wholly  of  wood.  The  most  frequented 
streets  and  marts  of  business  were  without  a  single 
central  or  side-paved  walk.  Public  buildings  there 
were — the  unpretending  duplicate  of  the  "  United  So- 
ciety," humble  Trinity  in  Church  street,  the  dingy  "  Old 
Brick,"  and  a  State-house — and  that  they  were  public 
buildings,  used  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public, 
was  most  that  could  be  said  in  their  commendation. 
The  "meeting-house"  of  the^rs^  Church  was,  indeed, 
composed  of  material  of  higher  pretension — clay  and 
sand  baked  into  brick,  which  were  cemented  with 
mortar,  and  then  left  to  their  primitive  state  for  pres- 
ervation. But  those  church  structures,  with  all  other 
prominent  buildings,  which  at  present  constitute  the 
architectural  strength  and  embellishment  of  the  city, 
have  been  reared  since  the  commencement  of  the 
period  we  are  viewing  in  retrospect.  The  three  in  a 
line,  first  among  the  principal,  were  being  built  in  the 
same  time,  at  the  cost  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. But  previous  to  this,  as  if  to  crown  the  whole, 
in  defiance  of  taste,  beauty,  and  living  progress,  the 
city  retained  and  cherished  a  dilapidated,  moss-grown, 
spectre-looking  grave-yard,  embedded  within  its  very 
bosom.  On  the  spot,  then  dotted  over  and  darkened 
with  the  most  unwelcome  sights  and  scenes,  a  mag- 
nificent temple  and  spacious  halls,  for  legislative  and 
judicial  proceedings,  now  rear  their  massive  walls  and 
stately  proportions,  to  greet  and  gladden  the  eyes  of 
beholders. 
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As  christians  of  inquisitive  spirit  and  reflective 
thought,  recall  the  fifty  years  which  to-day  loom  up 
in  the  extended  vista  through  which  they  are  seen. 
The  entire  Congregational  elements  of  the  community 
were  confined  to  two  contiguous,  and  not  large  organ- 
izations, for  Church  order  and  government.  To-day 
— though  far  be  it  from  me  to  "  number  the  people," 
except  simply  for  the  maintenance  of  historical  truth — 
to-day,  including  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  who 
formerly  belonged  and  attended  worship  here,  fifteen 
consecrated  places  are  required  and  being  provided  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  same  denomination.  These 
several  ecclesiastical  associations,  so  far  as  reliable 
statistics  have  been  gathered,  comprise  an  aggregate 
of  more  than  two  thousand  families,  with  thirty-five 
hundred  Church  members. 

To  bring  the  analysis  nearer  to  our  own  business 
and  bosoms,  those  at  present  moving  among  us  with 
bleached  locks,  faded  aspect,  and  withered  strength, 
walked  forth  erect,  with  elastic  step,  vigorous  and 
joyous,  in  the  maturity  of  youth  or  opening  manhood. 
The  resident  members  of  the  Church,  in  actual  com- 
munion, were  but  as  one  to  many  in  comparison  with 
the  present  aggregate.  Of  all  who  were  then  cat- 
alogued as  among  the  living,  two  only  survive,  with 
but  one  of  these  capable  of  present  attendance  in  the 
sanctuary.  Of  those  who  took  part  in  the  action  pre- 
paratory to  my  call  and  settlement^  there  are  but  three 
iM:  8 
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or  four  on  whom  death  has  not  fixed  his  fatal  grasp. 
Of  the  ministers  who  officiated  at  my  ordination,  all, 
all  are  gathered  to  the  congregation  of  those  who 
have  slept  their  last  sleep.  The  pleasant,  tuneful 
voices  that  sounded  forth  in  harmonious  praise  on  that 
mutually  pleasing  and  impressive  occasion,  are  heard 
here  no  more.  Of  the  not  small  number  who  were 
then  living  together  in  the  marriage  relation,  only  two 
couple  are  now  realizing  with  each  other  the  same 
bond  unbroken.  O  what  scenes  have  these  separa- 
tions involved !  How  many  hearts,  yet  warm  with 
life,  by  responsive  sighs  acknowledge  the  ready  re- 
membrance of  them  !  Change  on  change,  as  many  as 
great,  hath  the  stern  destroyer  wrought.  Soon,  and 
at  short  intervals,  all  the  hoary-headed  of  that  day 
disappeared  from  the  stage.  Their  children  succeeded, 
taking  their  parents'  places,  till  their  heads,  not  less 
hoary,  were  seen  no  more  ;  then  their  children  fol- 
lowing them  through  the  bleaching  process  of  time, 
to  the  stepping  forward  of  the  fourth  generation  to 
take  their  stand  upon  the  platform  of  hfe.  The  "old 
folks" — the  fathers  and  mothers  in  our  Israel — such 
there  were  j  but  now  when  we  look  for  them,  as  we 
were  wont  to  do  so  fondly,  they  are  not !  Nor  does 
this  affecting  drama  end  here.  The  yet  young  and 
blooming,  in  the  gush  of  health,  posting  on  after  them, 
in  like  manner  wax  old,  ready  to  vanish  away  ;  and 
they,  also,  in  a  little  time  are  gone.     The  places   that 
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knew  them,  know  them  no  more.  The  respected, 
beloved  people — husbands  and  wives,  fathers  and 
mothers,  sons  and  daughters,  brothers  and  sisters, 
with  children  and  children's  children,  whom  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  serve,  and  to  whom  God  gave  me  strength 
and  grace  to  minister,  yrom  youth  through  to  the  begin- 
nings of  wasting  age — where  are  they  ?  Again  I  look 
around  and  ask,  while  nought  but  echo  answers, 
where  !  gone,  gone  !  with  the  speaker,  almost  alone, 
left  to  rehearse  the  tale  of  their  departure  !  But 
hush,  stricken,  bereaved  spirit !  Be  still,  my  heart ' 
be  still !  It  were  better,  even  at  an  hour  like  this. 
that  vain  regrets  should  cease.  "  Wherefore  liest 
thou  upon  thy  face  ?"  said  Jehovah  reprovingly  to 
Joshua.  "  Arise,  speak  unto  the  people,  that  they  go 
forward.''''  Yes  !  it  is  with  the  living,  the  living  alone, 
we  have  to  do,  that  they  by  grace  may  be  prepared 
to  follow,  and  ascend  to  join  the  departed  loved  ones. 
Time  rolling  thus  rapidly  on,  eternity  is  by  so  much 
nearing.  To  me,  most  of  all,  is  this  thought  appro- 
priate, solemn,  imperative,  as  summoning  me  in  refer- 
ence to  the  past,  the  present  and  the  future  united, 
here  to  erect  my  "  Ehenezer  f  thank  God  and  take 
courage,  with  more  of  joy  than  sadness,  with  less  of 
fear  than  hope.  Through  help  obtained  of  him,  I 
survive  to  this  present  time  ;  survive  in  his  courts  and 
the  assembly  of  his  saints,  with  you  to  bless  and  praise 
his  great  and  holy  name.  Far  into  the  fiftieth  year  of 
our  conjugal  union,  the  bosom  friend  of  my  youth  re- 
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mains  the  society  and  solace  of  declining  years. 
Through  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  we  have 
been  spared  to  each  other,  amid  the  many  surround- 
ing wrecks  of  families,  to  train  up  for  him  who  gave 
them,  the  yet  unsevered  circle  of  our  seven  children, — 
all,  we  humbly  hope,  the  real  as  well  as  nominal  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  and,  by  the  kind  providence  of  him 
in  whom  their  fathers  have  ever  trusted,  severally 
placed  in  positions  of  comfort,  respectability  and  use- 
fulness.* Most  assuredly,  goodness  and  mercy  have 
followed  us  all  the  days  of  our  life  ;  they  follow  us 
still ;  our  cup  runneth  over.  Witness,  ye  saints,  who 
hear  me  now — witness,  ye  heavenly  hosts,  and  all  the 
holy  ones  !  that  not  in  the  spirit  of  elation  are  these 
things  recorded,  but  as  a  tribute  of  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment, humble  reliance,  and  adoring  praise  to  him 
from  whom  all  good  proceeds,  and  to  whom  belongs 
all  the  glory. 

Standing,  as  it  were,  on  that  narrow  isthmus  which 
crumbles  beneath  the  pressure  of  every  foot-tread, 
could  the  tremulous  tones  of  an  expiring  voice  reach 
the  spirits  of  the  departed,  as  well  as  the  hearts  of  the 
survivors  once  my  pastoral  charge,  it  would  be  to  re- 
iterate and  prolong  thankful  strains  for  kindness  and 
forbearance — for  respect,  support  and  sympathy,  ex- 
ercised individually  and  collectively,  with  the  cordial 
reception,  social  intercourse,  and  christian  fellowship 
continued  and  cherished  up  to  the  present  hour  ! 

*  See  Note,  page  69. 
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My  face  you  will  soon  cease  to  see  ;  my  voice  now 
hear,  perhaps,  for  the  last  time.  No  matter.  Let 
God's  holy  will  be  done,  and  I  am  more  than  satisfied 
With  the  several  relations  sustained  in  the  race  already 
so  near  to  its  termination,  life  has  yielded  me  all  that 
earth  affords — all  that  can  consist  with  sojourn  and 
discipline  amid  sublunary  scenes.  And  now  let  it  but 
with  truth  be  engraven  on  my  tomb-stone,  or  whis- 
pered in  the  obscurest  corner — "  He  walked  with 
God,  and  was  not,  for  God  took  him" — a  sinner  saved 
through  faith  in  the  divine  Redeemer  j  preached  the 
gospel  with  success  through  grace,  being  "  faithful 
unto  death  !"  It  is  enough,  enough  for  earth,  time, 
and  eternal  ages  as  they  roll ! 

As  members  of  the  human  family,  rational  agents, 
christian  observers,  and  accountable  heirs  of  immor- 
tality, what  remains  but  to  gather  up  for  application 
and  practical  use  those  various  historical  instructions 
which,  in  letters  of  light  and  tones  of  power,  sound 
forth  from  the  period  present  in  retrospect  ?  If  the 
natural  inquiry  be  raised,  "  Watchman,  what  of  the 
night  ?  watchman,  what  of  the  night  ?"  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive  and  discriminating  to  respond, 
"  The  morning  cometh,  and  also  the  night."  The 
lights  and  shadows  do,  indeed,  now  the  one  succeed 
the  other,  and  again  blend,  running  into  each  other  in 
the  picture.  But  there  are,  as  the  united  result  of 
providential  developments  through  these  revolving  years, 
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broad,  deep  and  definite  distinctions  in  the  utterances, 
both  monitory  and  cheering,  which  are  now  address- 
ing us  !  Oracular,  as  it  were,  is  the  voice  that  calls 
us  to  listen  and  listen  I  What,  then,  does  sound  in  the 
ear  of  the  mind,  from  our  peculiar  position  to-day  ! 

Providence,  in  passing  events  which  history  records, 
is  every  where  so  verifying  the  words  of  inspired  truth, 
that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  it  shall  fail. 

According  to  divine  promise,  the  elements  of  sea,  air 
and  earth  are  so  controlled  and  regulated  as  to  secure 
the  unceasing  continuance  of  summer  and  winter,  seed 
time  and  harvest ;  relieving  want  and  suffering,  diffu- 
sing joy  and  gladness. 

The  ever-restless  race  of  our  fallen  progenitors  ad- 
vances, and  will  advance,  but  for  weal  or  for  woe  just 
in  proportion  as  they  practice  or  repudiate  the  princi- 
ples of  the  gospel — the  only  sure  guide  alike  for  indi- 
viduals, communities  and  nations.  The  "  times  of 
ignorance,"  as  a  general  thing,  in  comparison  with  the 
past,  can  no  longer  be  expected  to  be  winked  at.  The 
days  of  immunity  and  sinecure  are  gone,  not  to  return  ; 
so  that  rulers,  whether  in  Church  or  State,  can  hope 
henceforth  to  retain  their  seats  of  power  and  privilege 
only  as  they  administer  their  trust  for  the  welfare  of 
the  govertied,  rather  than  with  supreme  regard  to  the 
permanency  of  their  own  place,  emolument  and  honor. 
Be  it  a  truthful  boast  that  knowledge  is  "  power,"  it 
can  in  the  end  prove  a  blessing  to  be  possessor  or  to 
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others,  only  as  it  is  employed  in  accordance  with,  or 
in  opposition  to  the  immutable  principles  of  moral 
rectitude.  "  The  schoolmaster  is  abroad,"  be  it 
sounded  out  as  day  succeeds  day  ;  "  the  schoolmaster 
is  abroad,"  proclaiming  the  march  of  mind,  the  giant 
strides  of  intellect !  Still,  all  theories  and  practical 
operations  with  reference  to  education  stand  demon- 
strated before  the  world  to  be  vitally  defective  and 
menacing,  as  well  to  human  happiness  as  civil  liberty, — 
unless  the  cultivation  of  the  mental  powers  be  accom- 
panied with  the  equal  inculcation  of  man's  moral  apos- 
tacy,  free  agency  and  accountability  as  a  subject  of 
the  moral  government  of  God,  through  time  and  for 
eternity. 

The  only  legitimate  object,  as  well  as  appropriate 
work  of  the  christia?i  ministry,  all  are  at  this  day  sum- 
moned to  confess  is  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  edi- 
fication of  believers  in  the  most  holy  faith  j  church  gov- 
ernment, external  ordinances,  and  adherence  to  pre- 
scribed ceremonies,  however  valuable  in  their  place, 
not  constituting  that  kingdom  of  God  whose  element- 
ary essence  consists  in  "  righteousness,  peace  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost."  Nor  less  true  is  the  issue  of  ex- 
perience, that  the  purchase  of  the  Redeemer's  death, 
his  spiritual  body,  the  Church,  rises  or  falls  as  sus- 
tained and  enlivened ;  or  the  contrary,  by  the  reno- 
vating, sanctifying,  indwelling  influences  of  the  eternal 
Spirit. 
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Equally  essential  to  all  classes,  and  through  all  time, 
is  the  broad  fact  proclaimed,  that  the  individual  hope 
of  a  sinner,  in  order  to  secure  a  holy  heaven,  must 
be  based  on  achange  of  lieart  by  the  same  divine 
Comforter.  Since,  as  illustrated  by  unnumbered  rec- 
ords, whatever  is  politically  wrong  can  never  be  mor- 
ally right,  and  so  in  reverse, — the  echo  of  ages  re- 
sounds that  personally,  socially,  universally  adherence 
to  right,  or  the  perpetration  of  wrong,  is  sure  to  ob- 
tain the  smiles,  or  incur  the  frowns,  of  a  righteous, 
retributive  Providence. 

Notwithstanding  the  heaving  and  throes  of  earth, 
with  nation  dashing  against  nation,  there  is,  as  settled 
in  heaven,  an  established,  permanent  order  of  things 
among  men.  "  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and 
be  troubled,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into 
the  midst  of  the  sea,"  the  truth  still  survives,  that 
"'  light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness  for  the 
upright  in  heart." 

Thus  the  manifold  lessons  of  this  last  extended 
chapter  of  human  experience  and  record,  which  we 
have  been  re-perusing  to-day,  are  but  the  re-enacting 
of  the  times  that  preceded  these.  It  has  been  in  your 
history,  friends  and  brethren,  as  it  was  in  theirs,  and 
so  it  will  be  in  that  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  you. 

As  a  Church  of  Christ,  and  legal  organization  for 
spiritual  purposes,  you  can  reasonably  expect  to 
flourish,  blossom,  and  bear  fruit ;  to  mature,  and  be 
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maturing  in  an  eternity  of  blessedness,  only  as  you 
shall  continue  to  be  watered  and  refreshed  by  the  de- 
scending dews  of  heaven ;  restoring  the  relapsed  among 
you  to  strength  and  growth  again,  and  quickening  the 
dead  in  sin  to  new  and  holy  life.  On  revival  after  re- 
vival, revival  upoti  revival  alone  can  you,  with  safety, 
depend  to  perpetuate  a  holy  seed.*  As  in  the  past,  so 
with  the  present,  and  for  the  future,  sinners  among  you 
who  repent  and  believe  in  Christ,  will  find  pardon, 
peace  and  hope,  while  all  who  refuse  to  come  to  him 
in  the  exercise  of  penitence  and  faith,  must  die  in  their 
sins,  and  be  sentenced  to  everlasting  punishment. 
This  final  issue  all  by-gone  experience  registers  as  with 
a  pen  of  iron  and  point  of  a  diamond  ;  the  same  our  own 
realizations  write  as  it  were  in  sunbeams.  The  few,  ah 
how  few !  hoary  octogenerians  that  remain,  will  soon 
be  gone,  while  gray  hairs  thicken  and  whiten  upon 
the  heads  of  others  after  them,  till  they  in  their  turn 
descend  to  the  tomb.  A  living  assembly  gathered  in 
this  sanctuary,  on  a  similar  occasion  fifty  years  hence, 
will  contain  as  few  of  the  number  now  present,  as  there 
are  here  to-day  of  those  that  composed  the  as- 
sembly February  13th,  eighteen  hundred  and  five. 
Yes,  long,  long  before  nineteen  hundred  and  five,  the 
speaker,  with  they«r  greater  portion  of  all  now  in  at- 
tendance, will  have  passed  from  probation  to  di  fixed 
futurity,  a  futurity ybre?;er  fixed,  ^oxQ\eY  future.  Well, 
let  our  days  be  numbered  and  speed  their  flight.     Yes, 

*  See  Note,  page  71. 
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let  the  diversified  scenes  with  all  the  pageantry  of  earth 
pass  never  so  sw^iftly  away ;  still,  still  with  the  treas- 
ured instructions  of  the  past,  the  inviting  voices  of  the 
present,  and  brightening  signs  of  the  future,  what,  O 
what  an  invaluable  boon,  what  an  exalted  privilege  is 
human  life  j  the  life  God  hath  given  us,  that  Christ  died 
to  secure  for  us  ;  life  as  a  day  for  benevolent,  virtuous, 
useful  action  in  behalf  of  our  fellow-men  ;  life  as  a 
space  to  sinners  for  repentance — the  alone  season  for 
securing  a  blessed  immortality  I 

Where,  then,  O  where  is  wisdom  found  ?  With 
desire  prompting  thought,  I  roam  over  sea,  air,  earth, 
and  ask,  where  is  wisdom  found  ?  In  what  consists  the 
true  value  of  life  ?  What  constitutes  the  best  application^ 
the  highest,  holiest  use  of  all  passing,  all  retumless  time  ? 

"  Live  while  you  live,  the  epicure  would  say, 
And  seize  the  pleasures  of  the  present  day  : 
Live  while  you  live,  the  sacred  preacher  cries  ] 
And  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  Jlies  /" 

Peater. 

Third  Singing. 

1.  While,  with  ceaseless  course,  the  sun 

Hasted  thi-ough  the  former  years, 
Many  souls  their  race  have  run, 

Never  more  to  meet  us  here: 
Fixed  in  an  eternal  state, 

They  have  done  with  all  below : 
We  a  little  longer  wait, 

But  how  little — none  can  know. 
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2.  As  the  winged  arrow  flies 

Speedily  the  mark  to  find ; 
As  the  lightning  from  the  skies 

Darts,  and  leaves  no  trace  behind — 
Swiftly  thus  our  fleeting  days 

Bear  us  down  life's  rapid  stream; 
Upward,  Lord,  our  spirits  raise, 

All  below  is  but  a  dream. 

3,  Thanks  for  mercies  past  receive; 

Pardon  of  our  sins  renew; 
Teach  us  henceforth  how  to  live 

With  eternity  in  view : 
Bless  thy  word  to  young  and  old ; 

Fill  us  with  a  Savior's  love ; 
And  Avhen  life's  short  tale  is  told, 

May  we  dwell  with  thee  above.   . 

The  christian  doxology,  sung  in  "  Old  Hundred," 
followed  with  the  benediction,  closed  the  whole. 
Amen,  and  Amen ! 


APPENDIX. 


The  United  Society,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
her,  1831,  adopted  the  following,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to 
wait  on  the  pastor,  and  present  him  with  a  copy  of  the  same. 
"  This  Society,  on  a  review  of  their  connection  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mervvin  as  their  pastor,  for  moi"e  than  twenty-five  years,  now 
about  to  be  dissolved,  can  not  withhold  the  expression  of  theii- 
gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  labors,  as  evinced  by  five  successive  revivals,  the 
fruits  of  which  have  been  additions  to  the  Church  under  his  pas- 
toral care,  of  more  than  eight  hundred  and  fifty  members,  during 
his  rainistrj'-.  While  this  Society — compelled  to  submit  to  the 
influence  of  peculiar  circumstances  attending  their  local  situation 
— do  agree  to  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  between  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Merwin  and  this  Society,  they  feel  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  express  their  great  satisfaction  in  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  pastoral  duties,  his  fervid  piety,  his  strong  attachment  and 
devoted  exertion  to  promote  the  spiritual  interest  of  the  people 
of  his  care ;  and  that  no  charge  of  negligence,  imprudence,  or 
misconduct  is  imputable  to  him  or  his  family  as  the  cause  of 
separation.  And  while  they  lament  the  expediency  of  a  sep- 
aration, this  Society  recommend  him  to  the  churches  of  our  Lord 
.lesus  Christ  for  further  usefulness ;  imploring  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church,  that  his  future  labors  may  be  attended  with  their 
wontedj  success,  and  that  he  may  yet  reap  the  reward  of  a  faithful 
servant  of  his  Master." 

The  Church,  at  a  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  unani- 
mously adopted  the  foregoing,  and  added  :  "  In  testimony  of  the 
great  satisfaction  we  have  had  in  our  intercourse  with  the  famihj 
of  our  pastor,  of  ou7-  affection  for  them,  and  our  respect  for  their 
many  and  endearing  virtues, — that  we  afi'ectionately  recommend 
them  to  the  christian  kindness  and  esteem  of  our  brethren  and 
sisters  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  particularly  worthy  of  their 
love  and  fellowship." 

The  Church  and  Society,  as  such,  during  all  my  connection 
with  them,  never  gave  me  just  occasion  for  a  single  complaint,  or 
one  hard  feeling ;  but,  by  their  treatment,  caused  me  to  realize 
much  positively  of  the  contrary  character.  Their  call  to  me  for 
settlement  was  with  unwonted  unanimity ;  the  salary  equalled  by 
only  one  in  the  State  at  the  time.  This,  after  a  few  years,  was 
increased  one-third,  without  any  previous  solicitation  or  knowledge 
on  my  part. 
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But  this  did  not  constitute  all  that  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  the  people.  They  were  prompt  to  anticipate  my  wants,  and 
proffer  extra  provision  to  meet  them.  Sundry  individuals  regu- 
larly, from  year  to  year,  would  each  send  or  hand  me,  five,  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  dollars.  Subscription  papers,  from  time  to  time, 
were  voluntarily  circulated,  and  returned  with  liberal  sums  to 
defray  expenses  in  travel,  or  for  visits  to  the  Mineral  Springs. 
Interspersed  with  these,  were  valuable  articles  of  wearing  apparel 
— from  the  day  preceding  my  ordination — with  a  variety  of  sup- 
plies for  domestic  use,  occasionally  and  with  frequency,  given  to 
the  last. 

I  could  specify  numerous  instances,  in  transcripts  from  minutes 
made  at  the  time,  as  a  testimony  creditable  to  the  people  them- 
selves, and  as  a  memorial  of  their  affectionate  regard  for,  and 
sympathy  with,  their  pastor. 


AN"  INTERESTING  FAMILY  MEETING- 

On  the  22d  instant,  were  assembled  at  the  hoiise  of  Rev.  Samuel  Merwin, 
in  this  city,  in  honor  of  the  "Golden  Bridal,"  or  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
marriage  of  their  parents,  his  setie^i  children — two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
with  their  several  partners,  Of  the  sons  and  sons-in-law,  including  the  re- 
spected father,  six  are  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  all  graduates  of  Yale, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  who  was  educated  at  Amherst  College.  The  oc- 
casion, though  one  less  of  public  than  of  private  interest,  is  worthy  of  notice 
for  certain  peculiarities  by  which  this  company  v/as  marked.  The  "Golden 
Bridal"  is  attained  by  not  a  few  happily  wedded  pairs,  and  observed  as  a  sea- 
son of  rejoicing.  But  rarely  is  it  the  lot  of  parents  to  see  assembled  around 
them  on  this  occasion  so  many  sons  and  daughters,  aa  unbroken  family,  with 
their  partners  in  life,  to  enjoy  in  the  festivities  of  the  family  circle  those  so- 
cial delights  which  a  meeting  under  such  circumstances  cannot  fail  to  in- 
spire. The  company,  with  the  venerable  pair  whom  they  had  met  to  honor, 
dined  together  at  a  well  provided  table  prepared  for  them  at  the  Tontine. — 
"While  partaking  of  the  viands  with  which  the  festive  board  Avas  spread,  the 
entertainment  was  enlivened  by  interesting  reminiscences  of  early  days,  re- 
called by  different  members  of  the  family,  and  by  varied  conversation,  both 
grave  and  gay.  Returning  to  the  paternal  mansion,  a  few  other  near  rela- 
tives being  added  to  the  company,  they  spent  the  evening  in  free  and  unre- 
strained intercourse.  The  sons  and  daughters,  in  particular,  playftilly  recount- 
ed of  themselves  and  each  other,  many  of  the  foibles  of  childhood  and  youth, 
and  heartily  united  in  their  tribute  of  grateful  acknowledgement  for  faithful 
parental  training.  With  whatever  remembered  reluctance  needful  counsel 
and  restraint  had  been  received  or  submitted  to  at  the  time,  their  sense  of 
obligation  now  on  this  account  inspired  their  warmest  gratitude.  Nor  could 
they  fail  of  expressing  it  to  those  who  had  so  brought  them  up  "in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord,"  as  instrumentally  to  have  secured  in  their  be- 
half the  blessings  of  the  "covenant."  Years  since  they  had  successively  and 
severally  become  hopefully  heirs  of  the  common  salvation,  and  all  pro'fessed 
followers  of  Christ.  During  this  conversation,  those  who  had  been  introduc- 
ed into  the  family  by  marriage,  as  well  as  the  aged  parents,  sat  rather  as 
pleased  and  gratified  listeners,  than  disposed  to  participate  therein.  Appro- 
priate remarks  were  afterwards  made  by  each  parent,  expressive  of  their 
gratification  at  this  interview,  and  setting  forth  the  principles  and  aims  by 
which  they  had  ever  sought  to  be  governed  in  training  up  their  family. — 
They  thanked  their  children  for  their  present  appreciation  of  their  efforts  tc 
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this  end,  and  avowed  their  gratitude  to  Him  above  all,  who  had  enabled  them 
to  be  faithful,  and  crowned  their  efforts  with  his  abundant  blessing  in  the 
results  already  witnessed,  and  the  greater  hoped  for.  They  urged  upon  them 
also,  the  practice  of  what  they  so  approved,  in  the  training  up  of  their  own 
children  ;  that  in  due  time  they  might  enjoy  the  same  rich  recompense.  The 
day's  exercises  were  concluded  by  all  uniting  in  singing  the  hymn  commenc- 
ing with  the  lines : 

"  Father  of  all,  thy  care  we  bless — 

Which  crowns  our  famiUes  with  peace," 

and  a  prayer  of  Thanksgiving  by  one  of  the  sons-in-law. 

The  following  morning,  the  meeting  was  renewed  at  the  breakfast  table. 
There  a  spontaneous  expression  was  given  by  the  sons  and  daughters  succes- 
sivelj'^,  while  around  the  social  board,  of  their  happiness  on  this  occasion. 
Congratulations  were  renewed,  and  thankful  acknowledgments  made,  not 
complimentary,  but  flowing  from  the  depths  of  the  soul,  to  the  aged  pair  who 
had  so  cheerfully  responded  to  their  desire  for  a  family  meeting  on  this  occa- 
sion— to  which  they  appropriately  and  feelingly  replied.  At  the  conclusion, 
they  all  assembled  once  more  at  the  family  altar,  at  the  regular  season  of 
morning  devotion.     The  103d  Psalm  was  read,  followed  by  the  hymn — 

"  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,"  &c., 

sung  by  all  with  deep  emotion.  Then  the  patriarch  of  the  family,  all  rever- 
ently kneeling,  poured  forth,  from  a  full  heart,  a  prayer  of  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment for  mercies  past  and  present,  to  parents  and  to  their  offspring,  com- 
mending them  and  their  partners,  and  the  members  of  their  several  families, 
to  a  covenant  God — entreating  that  if  (as  it  would  be  presumption  to  expect) 
they  should  never  again  all  meet  together  here,  they  might  all,  their  seed 
and  their  seed's  seed,  to  the  latest  generations,  meet  at  last  in  the  great  family 
of  the  redeemed  in  heaven.  Soon  preparation  was  made  for  departure ;  leave 
was  mutually  taken,  and  most  were  on  the  way  to  their  respective  places  of 
abode,  before  space  was  given  for  reaction  of  feeling  from  pleasurable  emo- 
tions to  those  of  sadness  at  parting  from  so  hallowed  an  interview  as  they 
had  enjoyed  together.  Long,  doubtless,  will  the  memory  of  it  live,  as  a 
cheering  oasis  in  life's  desert,  to  shed  its  blessed  influence  upon  them  all,  and 
to  lift  their  thoughts  upward  to  the  place  of  everlasting  rest,  where  families 
who  are  one  in  Christ  shall  meet  to  part  no  more  forever. 

During  the  family  meeting,  communications  which  had  been  received  from 
friends,  congratulatory  and  expressive  of  their  interest  in  the  occasion,  were 
read,  and  contributed  much  to  the  general  enjoyment.  Two  of  the  number 
were  accompanied  with  brief  poetical  effusions,  too  choice  to  be  monopolized 
by  those  for  whose  special  pleasure  they  were  designedly  written.  The  dis- 
tinguished poetess  of  Connecticut,  with  that  ready  sympathy  in  scenes  alike 
of  joy  and  sadness  which  has  so  often  inspired  her  welcome  muse,  sent  to  the 
aged  parents,  as  a  gift  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  a  beautiful  copy  of-  her 
latest  work,  "  Past  Meridian,"  and  with  the  gift  an  epistle  accompanied  by 
the  following  gem : 

THE  GOLDEN  BRIDAL. 

Inscribed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  31erwin,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1855. 

Love  that  hath  stood  the  ordeal 

For  half  a  hundred  years 
Of  all  life's  discipline  below 

Of  hopes  and  joys  and  fears  ; 
That  firm  in  Christian  motive. 

Hath  conquer'd  toil  and  care, 
And  mid  the  sorrows  meekly  breath'd 

The  dear  Redeemer's  prayer. 
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Love  that  hath  borne  the  ordeal 

Of  mingled  joy  and  pain. 
That  with  the  new-born  infant  wakes. 

And  never  sleep  again. 
Love  by  all  tests  and  changes. 

Of  household  duty  tried. 
Yet  steadfast  sought  for  other's  good. 

And  set  its  own  aside — 

Is  like  the  wondrous  Banyan, 

That  marks  its  bending  shoot 
Up  like  a  grove  around  it  rise 

"With  beauty  and  with  fruit  ; 
Is  like  the  blessed  amaranth. 

Unhurt  by  wintry  sky. 
Its  verdure  and  its  promise  here. 
Its  perfect  bloom  on  high.  l.  h.  s. 

An  honored  ex-Professor  of  Yale  College,  long  an  intimate  and  greatly  es- 
teemed friend  of  the  family,  sent  in  as  his  tribute  for  the  occasion,  the  follow- 
ing appropriate  effusion : 

To  Rev.  Sarmiel  Merioin  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Merwin,  on  their  Marriage  Festival  this 
evening,  Oct.  22,  1855,  being  the  50th  anniveesary  of  that  event. 

Hail,  happy  pair,  now  crowned  with  fifty  years 
Of  wedded  life  !     Its  early  smiles  and  tears  ; 
Long  rounds  of  toil,  and  garnered  joys  of  home, 
All  rushing  to  this  festal  gathering,  come. 
They  come,  in  living  chronicles,  to  memory  dear. 
They  come,  a  filial  band  around  you  here. 
With  lip  and  heart,  with  flowers  and  song. 
To  bid  the  patriarch  leader  of  the  throng 
And  the  sweet  mother,  welcome  to  the  hour 
That  crowns  in  autumn  age,  their  "golden  bridal  bower." 
So  stands  the  autumnal  vine 
In  hoary  foliage  crown'd. 
When  precious  clusters  to  its  side 

And  in  its  arms  are  bound 
The  buddings  of  life's  parent  stem. 

They  in  mute  language  show. 
That  God  and  man  are  both  well  pleased, 
Who  made  the  vine  to  grow. 

We  do  not  feel  that  the  public  press  has  any  right  to  meddle  with  domestic 
affairs,  bitt  a  peculiarly  fortunate  Family  Meeting,  which  came  off  at  the  Tontine, 
in  this  city,  on  Monday  afternoon,  we  are  sure,  will  be  a  justification  for  our 
allusion  to  it.  The  meeting  was  to  celebrate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  wed- 
ding-day of  Rev.  Samuel  Merwin  and  wife,  of  this  citJ^  This  worthy  couple 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  (never  having  lost  a  child,) 
all  of  whom  are  married,  and  were  present  with  their  families  on  this  occa- 
sion !  It  is  not  often  that  parents,  who  have  lived  together  half  a  century, 
can  meet  their  descendants  under  such  favorable  circumstances,  and  without 
the  sad  remembrance  of  a  vacant  chair  at  the  family  board.  The  numerous 
friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  will  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  occasion  was 
one  of  as  unalloyed  happiness  as  often  falls  to  the  lot  of  humanity. — Register. 


"  It  may  be  observed,"  writes  President  Edwards,  "  that  from  the  fall  of 
man  to  our  day,  the  work  of  redemption  in  its  effect  has  mainly  been  carried 
on  by  remarkable  communications  of  the  Spirit  of  God.     Though  there  be  a 
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more  constant  influence  of  God's  Spirit  always  in  some  degree  attending  his 
ordinances,  yet  the  way  in  which  the  greatest  things  have  been  done,  ?ias 
always  been  by  remarhable  effusions  at  special  seasons  of  mercy."  Was  tliat  the 
way,  it  has  been  well  asked,  in  which  the  greatest  things  have  been  done, 
from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  day  of  Edwards  ?  And  woiild  a  christian  phil- 
osopher hence  infer,  that  "  remarkable  effusions,  at  special  seasons  of  Tnercy" 
would  cease  to  be  the  chief  means  of  promoting  the  work  of  redemption ; 
and  the  future  be,  in  this  respect,  wholly  diffe%-ent  from  the  past?  This  in- 
ference, as  applied  to  the  period  from  Edwards  nntil  now,  would  to  all 
observation  be  contradicted  hy  fact.  It  has  been  since  the  time  of  Edwards, 
as  it  was  before ;  and  why  should  we  expect  it  to  be  otherivise  in  time  to 
cmne?  Eather,  should  we  not  expect  that  "special  seasons  of  mercy" — 
"times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,"  which  have  been  so 
greatly  multiplied  in  our  age,  will  become  yet  more  and  more  frequent, 
until  there  shall  cease  to  be  intervals  between  them,  and  they  shall  run 
into  one  another,  and  flow  together,  in  one  long  and  spreading  revival, 
which  shall  result  in  the  conversion  of  the  world?  It  has  been  inquired, 
"  whether  a  more  gradual  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  were  not  better  than 
these  sudden  outpourings'?"  To  which  it  is  sufficient  to  reply,  "We  have 
been  accustomed  to  feel  that  God  is  the  best  judge  in  this  matter,  and  that 
man  can  not  make  a  revival  either  gradual  or  sudden.  When  he  gives  us 
drop  by  drop,  we  are  thankful ;  and  when  the  cloud  of  mercy  above  bursts 
and  pours  down  a  flood  at  once,  Ave  dare  not  request  him  to  stay  his  hand ; 
we  can  not  but  exult  and  rejoice  in  the  exuberance  of  his  mercj\  We  doubt 
not  that  greater  revivcds  than  have  been  are  indispensable  to  save  our  nation, 
and  to  save  the  world,  by  giving  universal  and  saving  empire  to  the  kingdom 
of  Christ ;  and  as  clouds  thicken  and  dangers  press,  we  look  for  them  with 
strong  confidence,  and  with  the  increased  urgency  of  unutterable  desire." 


EEV.  MR.  MERWIN'S  SEMI-CENTENNIAL  DISCOURSE. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — Last  Sabbath,  February  26tli,  Rev.  Samuel  Merwiu,  for- 
merly pastor  of  the  North  Church,  in  this  city,  preached  what  may  be  called 
his  Semi-Centennial  Sermon.  He  was  ordained  in  New  Haven,  as  the  pastor 
of  the  United  Society,  February  13,  1805.  At  the  request  of  the  Church,  he 
preached  a  commemorative  discourse,  to  a  crowded  house.  He  first  described 
the  services  at  the  ordination,  naming  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  brieflj' 
characterizing  the  well-known  Williston,  Trumbull,  Ely,  Dwight,  and  others, 
all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Of  his  then  congregation,  but  two  couples, 
then  married,  still  survive;  while  his  wife  and  seven  children  present  a 
family  circle  not  yet  broken  by  death.  He  described  the  condition  of  the 
Church  at  that  time ;  the  low  state  of  religion,  there  being  no  evening 
jueetings,  and  only  two  J'oung  persons  who  were  professedly  christians. 
Soon  after  the  late  Professor  Stuart  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Centre  Church, 
and  in  connection  with  the  labors  of  the  two  pastors,  the  first  revival  of 
religion  occurred,  in  ISOY.  It  is  Avorth  recording,  as  a  singular,  and  yet  most 
instructive  fact,  that  each  of  the  two  young  pastors  oflSciated  in  the  pulpit 
of  the  other,  for  two  continuous  years.  Mr.  Merwin  traced  minutely  the 
history  of  the  several  revivals  with  which  his  Church  was  blessed,  ending 
with  an  account  of  the  remarkable  revival  in  1831.  In  1831.  he  was  dismiss- 
ed, at  his  own  request,  on  account  of  the  infirmity  of  his  health,  which  was 
not  adequate  to  the  increased  duties  of  his  position,  after  a  ministry  of  27 
years  ;  during  Avhich,  850  persons  were  added  to  the  Church.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Wilton,  in  Fairfield  County;  and  after  a  brief  ministry,  returned  to 
New  Haven,  wliere  he  now  resides  to  observe,  with  interest  and  gratitude, 
the  ripenino-  of  the  harvest  of  Avhich  he  sowed  so  much  seed  in  so  faithful  a 
way.  We  hope  the  Sermon  will  be  published,  for  we  are  sure  it  will  be  read 
with  interest  by  the  friends  of  the  author,  who  is  known  so  widely  as  the 
good  and  faithful  pastor.^ — Puritan  Recorder  of  March  3,  1855. 
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